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  WELCOME From The Editor 

HELLO everyone, and welcome to the Winter edition of the Voice 

magazine! It was so amazing to see everyone at the Conference this 

year, and I think we can all agree that it was a lovely time. I did my 

best to capture it all with some very un-practiced photography skills, 

so take a look at the two articles on Conference and Youth Conference 

to see a few. 

We also have exciting news from around the Connexion! A new 

community garden at Rosedale, a sea baptism at Sheppey, and the 

annual Golf Day, just to name a few. What’s happening in your 

congregation? I’d love to receive any news and articles of events from 

around the churches. Don’t be shy to email me!  

You will also find two articles introducing you to two members of our 

Connexion and their call to various roles within the church, as well as 

an exciting project about a little mouse. Finally, of course, we have a 

report on the containers for Sierra Leone, led by Janet. As chaotic as it 

was, I couldn’t help but laugh whilst reading the series of events that 

got them to the docks. I can also say that the containers have now 

been received by Magnus and were delivered to Bethesda on the 4th 

of December. Thank you to all who made shoe-bags or donated 

something that will bless our Sierra Leonian brothers and sisters. 

Finally, any articles or photos of news from around                               

The Connexion are greatly welcomed and appreciated                            

to be included in the magazine. The deadline for our                           

next addition is 15th of February 2022. Just email me at: 

estherkerengreeen@gmail.com.  

 

 

mailto:estherkerengreeen@gmail.com
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Text: Luke 2:1-37 & Matthew 1:18 -
19 

Involuntarily, our thoughts about any 
biblical conversation on the Christmas 
story will almost always most likely 
lead us to the reason for the season – 
salvation in Christ. We are many times 
not likely to think about some other 
events around the story. In this brief 
discourse, I will be bringing to the fore some of those aspects that point to 
lessons that we can learn from the context and circumstances around the birth 
of Christ. We will mainly glean from the second chapter of the account of St. 
Luke and from the first chapter of St. Matthew’s gospel. 

Lesson Number One: God can choose anyone to accomplish His mission on 
earth, regardless of your economic or social status. In Luke 2:7, an indication 
of the social and economic statuses of Mary and Joseph can be imagined based 

on the prevailing circumstance.  Mary went 
as a pregnant woman at an advanced stage. 
She and her fiancée actually went to the 
village guest house (inn) and probably were 
not given a room because they were 
probably reserved for Very Important 
Personalities. With a condition of advanced 
pregnancy, clearly ready to deliver, at least 
the Guest House Manager should have 
moved heaven and earth to find a room for 
them, had they been VIP’s. In fact, to have 
been without a reserved room in the village 

inn shows how far down they are in the cadre of important personalities. But 
God chose her womb to host this all-important personality via Immaculate 
Conception. God can choose anyone to accomplish His purposes including you. 
No matter what your economic and social status look like. 

Bible study: Lessons on the Christmas Story 

By Magnus Bendu 
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Lesson Number Two: We should not be eager to expose others to public 
shame just because we think they did something wrong. In Matthew 1:18-19, 
the Bible says that Joseph being a man of principle was not willing to shame 
Mary publicly because she was found pregnant when he has not touched her. It 
is sad sometimes when some Christians in our part of the world fancy sharing 
bad news about other Christians. This could have been a very stressful and 
painful situation for Joseph, but he bore the pain and decided to let go without 
alarming the incident. Lo and behold! It was all the plan of God. 

Lesson Number Three: When you are blessed do not brag. There is a popular 
‘Krio’ (our Lingua Franca) saying in Sierra Leone, which says: “Wen u yams wayt 
koba am” (when your yam is white cover it). White yam is of a high quality and 
so precious in Sierra Leone. The saying is an advice to people who show off in a 
boastful manner. This does not negate the giving of testimonies, but gives 
credence to the fact that there is a time to keep quiet and there is a time to 
testify.  In Luke 2:19 it is recorded that Mary kept all the things relating to her 
pregnancy and her baby which were revealed to 
her by the Angel and the Shepherds. She covered 
her white yam. 

Lesson number Four: Good news comes through 
busy (Shepherds) and not lazy people. In Luke 
2:8-10, we read that an Angel appeared to 
shepherds who were in the field watching their 
flock. It is in our work and service that the Lord 
reveals himself to us. In Luke 5:1-11 Peter was 
actively rinsing his fishing net when Jesus met 
them. 

Lesson Number Five: With God all things are 
possible. Sometimes when we are faced with 
things that we know are not conventionally possible and our faith is saying it is 
possible, we have the tendency to ask ourselves how can this happen? When 
the Angel appeared to Mary telling her that she is pregnant by the Holy Spirit 
and that she will bring forth a child, she asked how this will happen as a virgin. 
So the Angel said to her as the Lord is saying to all of us now that – WITH GOD 
ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE - Luke 1:37. The entire story of Christmas is saying to 
all of us that anything is possible with God. 
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It was 1pm on Monday 25th October and the smiles were radiant as we 

excitedly queued up for lunch in the familiar dining room of High Leigh 

Conference. It was just soooo good to see our Connexion family again! 

The joy of being together was very 

evident over the following three 

days as the conference unfolded, 

graciously overseen by Joe and 

Elizabeth Gregory. All the key 

elements were present as we 

worshiped, prayed, shared news, 

caught up with each other over 

coffee and cake, and listened to a 

powerful series of talks from John McGinley. Jo Kennedy expertly led the 

children’s work whilst Becky and Esther Green and Joel Allaby provided 

leadership for the Youth Conference with Jess Beaumont as the speaker.  

Given the unusual circumstances 

of the past couple of years we 

were very grateful to Ken Hart for 

agreeing to remain as President 

and his opening words and closing 

Communion were greatly 

appreciated. Paul Woodbridge led 

the News from the Churches which 

enabled all congregations 

represented to share how they have survived and thrived over the past 18 

months. 

Morning prayers are a treasured part of the day, and these small groups 

enabled a time of reflection and seeking God together. Bishop Magnus from the 

The Joy of Conference 

By Trustee Bethany Green 
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Connexion in Sierra Leone sent his 

greetings and during the SLM 

meeting we heard about some of the 

new and exciting resources available 

for congregations to share about the 

Mission. Following the resignation of 

Ian Denyer and Tim Wells as co-

chairs of the SLM, Gordon Hamilton 

had stepped in to provide leadership 

on a temporary basis. However, it was to the great delight of all that Janet 

O’Shea agreed to stand as a candidate for the position of Chair and the 

approving vote was unanimous. 

The Trustees’ AGM is a required element of the Conference, where the 

business of Connexion is conducted. We took this opportunity to thank Noel 

Vallely, Glynn Philips and Rob Shotliff (unable to attend) for their many years of 

faithful service as Trustees, and to welcome Joel Allaby and Martin Brown as 

new workers within the Connexion. A key point of discussion was the proposal 

for the change in the Connexion’s legal status to become a CIO. This will be 

followed up with further opportunities for discussion. 

In amongst all the fun and business, 

some of the most interesting and 

engaging times came with the 

sessions led by our key speaker John 

McGinley. For the past several years, 

the Connexion has been acutely 

aware of God’s call for us to return 

to our founding roots and become 

more missional once again. John’s 

messages were a word in season and 

many of us were challenged both on 

a personal level and for our congregations. Spread over three talks, John’s 

humble but honest presentation of our need to change in order to reach the 

current generation with the good news of Jesus, was hard hitting but also what 
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we needed to hear. His message to fulfil the great commission stirred our 

hearts and his stories of personal experience gave us hope that we too can 

share the gospel with those around us. John’s ministry continued around the 

meal tables as he engaged with all the conference attendees offering words of 

encouragement and wisdom. If you have not yet viewed the sessions, I would 

strongly suggest that you do so on our website at www.cofhconnexion.org.uk. 

You will be blessed and challenged. 

 

http://www.cofhconnexion.org.uk/
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It had been 746 days since Youth 

Conference last met up… but it 

was well worth the wait! This year 

there were 10 of us and 4 leaders: 

Joel, Becky, Esther and Jess. We 

met in the Barn, which was 

opposite the main entrance, far 

enough away from the Trustees 

so we could make as much noise 

as we wanted. 

Jess led our talks this year. We looked at Jesus in the Old Testament and how 

He didn’t just show up in the New Testament; He was throughout the whole of 

the Old Testament. We found similarities all the way back to Abraham and Isaac 

which is crazy! Jess also talked about how we can’t know Jesus just by hearing 

about Him; we need to experience Him. She explained this using a Kinder 

chocolate bar, asking us to describe it to her, but she still didn’t know what the 

chocolate tasted like because she hadn’t experienced it. We were all very 

pleased when we got to eat the chocolate afterwards too! 

A trip down into Hoddesdon town on the second day left the residents highly 

confused. We were split into 3 groups, with one leader each. We had a list of 

different pictures we had to take in the town and 

around the grounds of High Leigh, like ‘the riskiest 

photo’ and ‘something from Turkey’. This was great 

fun, running around Hoddesdon, asking if we could 

take photos with people’s dogs and hanging upside 

down from barriers. It was highly embarrassing but 

great fun none the less! 

During our last session together, Jess had laid out 

pieces of paper around the room with each of our 

names on. She had put on some Worship music and 

Youth Conference 

By Morgan Killick 

 



Voice Magazine Winter 2021 Page 10 
 

told us to go around to each sheet of paper and write something encouraging 

to that person. It was a very calm time, everyone taking their time, listening to 

see if God was saying anything about a certain person. I received a lot of 

positive messages from everyone, and I hope I gave a few too. 

I think the main thing that Youth Conference has taught me is that a Christian 

Family can be anywhere, and it can be anyone. I find it amazing that even 

though we live hundreds of miles apart 

(or some of us at least!) when we meet 

back up again it feels like you’re 

meeting with family.  
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  SLM Golf Day 

 
Friday 24th September saw the sun shine on the 

17th Annual S.L.M. Golf Day, for the third year 

being held at Horne Park Golf Club, Surrey. 28 

people took part, travelling from as far afield at 

Bristol, Lowestoft, Nottingham, Bedford and 

Hertfordshire. The standard of golf was excellent. 

with prizes for nearest the pin and Longest Drive 

being won by various people, the overall winner 

was Miles Hamilton, the chairman’s grandson, with 

45 points, and runner up Tony Asquith with 44 

points. 

The biggest winner was the mission itself, with 

£485 (Le6.4m) being raised for the mission’s funds. 
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Matthew Mouse is a little mouse that 
found out quite by chance, he can hop 
through the pages of the Bible, meeting 
interesting people and seeing amazing 
events right before his own eyes. He then 
writes a letter and gets me to illustrate 
them, so that he can post them monthly to 
young children and some that are just 
young at heart, telling them the Bible 
stories from his perspective.  

I created Matthew Mouse in our first Covid 
lockdown, because I realized that there 
were now children that were not attending 
Sunday School each week, and they battled 
to engage in the zoom church that had 
replaced it, and were missing out. I also 
chose to write about the stories in the Bible because my husband, who helps 
with Sunday School, and I, had noticed that many of the young people don't 
know the actual stories from the Bible. I thought this would be a fun creative 
way of filling that gap for them.  

I started with a physical subscription one a month that sent out illustrated 
envelopes addressed to the child, and inside is a letter that I illustrate on both 
sides as well. I also include little gifts in each letter that normally connect to the 
story of the month. Matthew Mouse however has grown from this. Originally, I 
would pray and ask for direction on what story to tell next, then I read the story 
in the Bible from three different editions, A children’s Bible, the NIV and the 
Message. I then also have two research books to help with traditions and other 
background information on each story. My aim is to make each story as 
accurate as possible, but still keep it fun and engaging. I also deliberately stay 
away from church language in the stories, so that if a child or someone with no 
church connection, can read it and understand it. I also tell the story from 
Matthew's perspective of just being there and witnessing the event. So, there is 

Who is Matthew Mouse? 

By Cindy Dicks 
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no emphasis on a moral to the story or any religious or specific doctrine. This is 
left for the individual reading it to add if they choose to.  

I originally was going to have Matthew Mouse hop between the New and Old 
Testament telling his stories, but I soon realised that this would become 
confusing for children, having Jesus in one story and not in another. So, it has 
changed and I have concentrated on Old Testament stories this year, with the 
exception of one or two New Testament stories I had already sent out. Next 
year 2022 my plan is to only tell the story of Jesus for the year and in a fairly 
understandable order of events. My plan is to then turn these stories into two 
books or letter packs later. 

I also have a heart for children and young 
people that don't have access to these 
letters. I originally come from South 
Africa and I wanted to share them further 
than just the UK. I decided to start with 
our own home church in Ely, and our 
connected church in Sierra Leone. I 
decided to send out the same letters, 
each addressed to the individual young 
person at Bethesda and I sent them to 
Bishop Magnus to distribute. It took a 
long time for the letters to arrive but it 
was so worth it. He sent me photos of 
everyone with their letters, and then 
they all sent back letters of thanks to 
Matthew Mouse. This, along with the 
contact that was helping me in the UK, 
saying that these young people have 

most likely never received a letter addressed to just them, brought a rather 
large lump to my throat. I have also had two of these young people sponsored 
by older church members here in the UK, to help with some of the printing and 
postage costs. The next set of letters have been sent, and we hope they arrive 
faster than last time.  

Originally, I had only had a physical letter subscription option in the UK, but I 
have decided to offer the letters as digital downloads now. This opens up the 
whole world to receive Matthew’s letters. I have had adults ask for 
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subscriptions as gifts for children and I have quite a few older people 
subscribed so that they can enjoy getting a letter through the post from 
Matthew. All of these things help me to continue writing, illustrating, printing 
and sending out letters, but more importantly it helps to retell the stories of the 
Bible and spread God’s word in a new and exciting way to young and old all 
over the world. I am also learning so much about the Bible that I thought I 
already knew.  

My hopes and prayers for Matthew Mouse, is that it spreads far and wide and 
becomes something too big for me to do from my little home printer.  

Check out the website https://matthewmouseBiblestories.com/ to subscribe 
and find out more! 

 

 

 

Here at Rosedale Community Church 

in Cheshunt we are on the cusp of 

creating a Church Garden which we 

hope all the community will enjoy, 

and that some will volunteer to work 

with us in keeping the garden looking 

beautiful and free from weeds once it 

is established. We have heard many 

times, and especially during the recent 

lockdown, how therapeutic it can be 

to get into the fresh air and spend time in a garden. Many people living in flats 

don’t have the opportunity to enjoy their own garden, and may value the 

opportunity to come along to ours. 

At the moment the area around our Church building looks like a wasteland. 

However, we have exciting plans which include raised flower beds, a structure 
in which we can have Christmas, Easter and other seasonal displays to be seen 
by passers-by, a bird bath and feeders, a little woodland path and more. We 
plan to involve the children from our local schools in creating a garden sign.  

Rosedale Community Garden 

By Lynn Sobczak 

 

https://matthewmousebiblestories.com/
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If at first you don’t succeed…just as Nehemiah and the Jewish people, trying to 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem after their long exile in Babylon met opposition. 
Unfortunately, our initial plans, which included built in seating, were opposed 
by some of the local neighbours, fearing that this could attract youths drug 
dealing and causing trouble, as had occurred on the estate previously. So, not 
wishing to antagonise them or cause them anxiety, we have removed seating 
from our plans.  

We have been very blessed to have received the promise of funding from our 
local Council; a grant of £2,000 from the “All Churches Trust” and a grant of 
£1,000 from the locality budget of our Hertfordshire County Council 
representative. We are truly grateful 
at this wonderful answer to prayer.  

We hope that in the future, when a 
beautiful garden has been created, in 
the words of the song “I come to the 
garden alone”, that people’s 
experience will be “He walks with me 
and He talks with me…” 

So, watch this space for further 
developments… 

 

 

 

 

“It’s always an adventure when 

we go with Nanny!”  No matter 

how wonderful this statement 

might sound the harsh reality is 

often the opposite.  My 

grandchildren have been 

lost…I’m sure I knew the way!! 

They have been stranded...I 

don’t know why I put the 

Container Chaos 

By Janet O’Shea 

 



Voice Magazine Winter 2021 Page 16 
 

wrong fuel in!!  However, they are still willing to go on an adventure with 

Nanny! 

Sunday 17th October the St.Ives team gathered to load two Luton vans to the 

gunnels with boxes ready for transporting them to Redcoat at Crawley, a round 

trip of 591.4 miles which should take 6hours 3 minutes each way.   

Monday 18th October 7:00am, first hitch of the day, Van 1 has two flat tyres and 

Van 2 needed coaxing to get out of the car park. This should have given a 

warning light to Nina (my granddaughter) but full of positivity we pressed on 

and up the A30 we went.  

Van 1 was driven by Mark accompanied by his wife Kirsty and my son in law 

Andy. Van 2 was driven by Naomi, a retired midwife who was recovering from a 

broken arm, Nina and me, nurturing a back problem. 

We cheered as we passed from Cornwall into Devon.  Mark was ahead but 

needed to get to a garage because of an engine light that had appeared. Losing 

power is never good however God is always good and Van 2 was able to pull 

into a ‘proper’ layby before the cabin filled with smoke and Nina gave me her ‘I 

don’t believe this!’ look. 

The rental firm was contacted and we were told to stay put….um where were 

we going, after all it is raining? Two and a half hours later a young man arrived 

with a ‘replacement’ van. You really have to picture this; three ladies, a broken 

arm, a bad back and Nina, bless 

her, and a young man whose 

job description does not include 

packing boxes into a van. And 

it’s raining!! 

On Sunday the men in our 

group had demonstrated their 

enviable skill at playing Tetris. I 

have never played the game but with sleeves rolled up we heaved, hauled, 

pushed and forced the boxes from one van to the other. The young man was 

concerned at the state of Naomi, who is a lovely Christian. “She keeps saying 

‘Jesus give me strength’” he muttered. Amen to that!! 
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It only took us an hour and a half and we just couldn’t fit in 7 banana boxes full 

of shoes.  We later found out that our original van had burnt a hole in the 

piston and a tow truck then had to come up from West Cornwall to retrieve it. 

On its return journey it was involved in an accident! 

Meanwhile we now had a mission, Redcoat by 5:00pm, it was already 2:00pm.  

Van 1 had arrived and unloaded; 

they would remain at Crawley 

waiting to unload our van.  They 

informed us that they were fine 

and had been down the road for a 

carvery, this didn’t affect us at all.  

The driver of the container carrier 

was great.  His instructions were to 

wait no longer than 5:00pm, we arrived at 5:02pm. Mark was able to repeat 

many anecdotes that he had learnt from the driver as he had tried hard to 

distract him from looking at his watch. It took a further hour to load the 

container. 

At 6:15pm Van 1 and Van 2b left Crawley for the journey home.  It’s all downhill 

so it shouldn’t take long!! By this time Van 2b were starving and desperately 

needed the rest room. We vowed to get onto the A303 before we stopped. The 

Mattia diner seemed like a good place to stop so we looked up opening times 

and found that it shut at 9:00pm.  Great, visions of a burger and a visit to the 

ladies room filled our minds.  We arrived at 8:10pm…sorry last orders were at 

8:00pm.  Okay, but can we use your rest room? “No, use the garage loos.” The 

garage loos were out of order so we returned to the restaurant; they wouldn’t 

let us in even though we explained our situation.  I saw that look, Nina! 

On to Exeter and a much-needed stop before we set off on the last leg of our 

journey.  We eventually arrived at our respective homes at 1:15am Tuesday 

morning.   

Would I do it again?  The simple answer is “Yes.” I have personally had the 

privilege of accompanying Magnus as he distributes clothes, bedding, towels, 
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sleeping bags etc, all in the name of Jesus. Then there are the shoe bags; who 

doesn’t want to bring joy to children who have nothing? 

Yes, this shipment has had its challenges but as usual I did not disappoint my 

granddaughter. We certainly had another adventure! 

 

 

 

There is an old Jewish proverb; 

“If you want to make God laugh- 

tell him your plans!”  

In 2019, after being made 

redundant, Gudrun and I moved 

to All Nations Christian College, 

Hertfordshire where I 

completed a BA course for two 

years.  I went with the plan and 

expectation of going to work in 

East Africa.  My dream was to work with supporting “Village-Pastors” and 

churches doing community development work.   

In January this year I started to explore joining a mission organisation, for 

various reasons the door to go to overseas mission closed and we (Gudrun, my 

wife, and I), were told it would take till Autumn 2022 before we could go 

overseas.  This meant we needed to find a new plan I started to explore the 

possibility of an ‘Internship’ with a church, …. at the time I had not heard of the 

organisation Connexions or Hailsham!  At college a tutor put me in touch with 

Connexions.  The Trustees of Connexions invited us to visit Hailsham Gospel 

Mission, a small church of loving and sincere people, but all elderly.  On our 

first visit we both felt that this is not for us… (thanks, but no thanks).  Yet, the 

thought of Hailsham did not let us go… 

Outreach and Development Worker 

By Martin Brown, Hailsham Gospel Mission 
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Our attitude and willingness to go, to change plans and let go of expectations 

was the first and hardest hurdle.  Could I learn to trust God and accept He 

would lead us to a small Market-town in the UK and not to the ‘call’ of 

Northern Uganda!?  Mission does not always mean overseas…it can also mean 

to our own people … and with the elderly.  What we value is not what God 

values and sees as precious…  

My wife Gudrun strongly felt those elderly people are Gods’ diamonds, who are 

precious, and also need a ‘shepherd’.  I, on the other hand, had to wrestle with 

my own Kudos and pride. Questions like:  ‘what about going to Uganda?’ - 

‘could I humble myself and move to Hailsham?’ were at the forefront of my 

mind.  I felt God’s prompting to consider that “yes you are the answer to their 

prayers… but also, they are the answer to your prayers!”  So, over the summer 

our view and plans changed 180 degrees to say, “yes this is where God has 

called us to be”.   

There were three big hurdles for us: 

• To find a house to live in,  

• Be able to make the move out of college in time for new students to 
move in, 

• To find other part time jobs to help support us financially.  
The promise in 2 Cor 9 v.8 significantly helped us:  

  And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 

times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

After much searching and failing to even get 

viewings for a house, God miraculously 

provided a superb house that is beyond our 

dream and expectations.  We were able to 

move in spot on time.  The move we managed, 

and we both will soon start part time jobs that 

we hope we can do alongside the church work.  

Having moved to Hailsham, the challenge now 

is how to support the church to move forward?  



Voice Magazine Winter 2021 Page 20 
 

Initially I wanted to look at books about church growth and leadership etc.  God 

though re-directed us to go back to the basics of prayer and fasting.  Sounds 

super spiritual but the practice is not easy.  I want to be doing, moving forward, 

making changes, and making an impression… Yet each time God nudged us 

back to prayer and fasting!  Reminding us, fasting is not a just nice option but is 

just as important and key as prayer or giving.  As one writer says: “The eyes of 

the Lord are searching today for Ezras and Nehemiahs who will first humble 

themselves and pray and fast.” 

In October, I attended the Connexions conference with the call and challenge to 

move from the safe and familiar model of being Pastoral churches to being 

Missional churches that can reach out to and respond to where people are.  

This made me realise my plans and thoughts for our church were basically going 

back to the old comfortable and familiar model of church.  To move away from 

that sounds trendy, but in reality, is quite threatening, unsafe and messy…. 

Again, God is challenging me to move from my plans and expectations to be 

open to what He has… which will no doubt be as different as Hailsham is to 

Northern Uganda!  Yet I now see God is taking me back to actual mission 

training on the job and the reality of having to do it and not just learning about 

it from books and clever tutors.  

 

 

 

I thought it would be encouraging to share an 

account of Marky’s baptism which took place at 

Leysdown beach on the afternoon of 12th 

September.  

Baptism was naturally the focus of our morning 

service that day. It was wonderful that several 

friends and family came to support Marky. He chose 

his favourite song, Good Father by Chris Tomlin, and 

Sheppey Baptism 

By Joe Greggory, Sheppey Evangelical Church 
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his favourite scripture from Joshua 1, “Be strong and courageous for the Lord is 

with you wherever you may go.”   

Marky is the oldest son of Mark and Lorraine, who have been worshipping with 

us for the last three years or so. Marky is serving in the army and we would 

often see him when he was home on leave. When he came out to share his 

testimony, without notes, I was a bit worried. The great thing was that Marky 

spoke from the heart and his story was so powerful that everyone was moved 

by his words. His honesty was amazing, being open about past flaws, struggles 

and addictions. Marky was able to testify that through it all God would speak to 

him and reassure him that He was with him. Marky was now ready to publicly 

acknowledge that Jesus was his Lord and Saviour. 

In the afternoon around 35 of us 

gathered on the beach. The weather 

was amazing considering how 

miserable it had been during August 

and there was a sense of celebration as 

we were able to meet and sing outside. 

Ivann had set up a brilliant sound 

system and I was able to (eventually!) 

use my Amazon music app to play Our 

God, Amazing Grace and Blessed be Your Name.  

Elizabeth was able to speak to people explaining what was going on and there 

was a positive reaction. Indeed, word of 

the event had spread and even got back to 

her local hairdresser later that week. 

We had a powerful open time of prayer 

over Marky before Trevor and I got into the 

sea with him. Mercifully I wasn’t knocked 

off my feet by the wind and waves this 

time.  

There was a real sense of joy as Marky 

came up out of the water, and I am sure 
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that God has great things planned for him in the future. The day was a really 

special time for the church, Marky’s family and friends and a powerful joyous 

witness to the community.  

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Catherine Allen (known as 

Cate), I am a member of the Countess 

Church in Ely, Cambridge. I am married to 

Stephen, with two boys, William aged 15, 

and Louis aged 12. If you were at the 

conference recently, you may well have 

met us. Louis was the young boy at the 

front, whom shared of his great suspicion 

and mistrust towards Cheese! 

These past few years I have been on quite a 
journey with the Lord, which in September 
2021, brought me to training for Accredited Baptist Ministry, the Connexion 
Cheshunt funding scheme has generously and very kindly contributed towards 
this training. My Family and myself are incredibly grateful for this support. The 
colleges I study at are the Light college, Chester (this is the academic side), then 
Northern Baptist college, Manchester (the formation side), college is a 
combination of online lectures combined with a residential learning time 6 -7 
weekends a year  

The ministry I believe I am called to is for both: 

1) in a Chaplaincy setting: I am soon to starting my placement at Norwich 
Chaplaincy hospital team, whereas I have worked in a hospital chaplaincy 
setting as a volunteer, this will be my first time being paid in such a role.    

2) as a pioneer, this part is based more in and around Ely countess Church.  

Called for Chaplaincy 

By Cate Allen, Countess Church, Ely 
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For over 25 years, I have worked within the caring profession, in a variety of 
roles, though much of this time, has been support work with adults with a 
learning disability.  

Though support is done with an individualised person -centred holistic 
approach, it had become clearly evident over the years, people whom I was 
caring for, in terms of spiritual needs being catered for, this part has been 

largely ignored. Cutting a long story short this 
has led to a team of us from 
the Countess Church and the local Methodist 
church working in partnership to form the 
RICH TEA CLUB (RTC), a faith group for 
Everyone though primarily for those with a 
learning disability. I am co-
leader of this group, the doors opened for the 
first time January 2020. The sessions always 
involve plenty of cups of tea with 
accompanying biscuits, drama, worship, 
games, magic tricks, prayer, the gospel 
message shared in a way that is relatable and 
imaginative. We are a steadily growing group, 
where people will often come either on their 
own or with their carers. We all are learning 

from one another, each person's involvement is gently encouraged, the aim is 
never for us who were the regular church people to be presenting to a group to 
passively spectate, for we are church together, it is recognised that each person 
who comes has something of value to offer, and we all have stuff God wants to 
teach us, RTC is very much a place where we all want to grow, learn from God, 
learn from one another.   

It is still early days with my training, and I am yet to see where God will lead 

fully with the two aspects of the ministry I have shared about. I am very 

grateful for the both the prayerful and financial support which I have received, 

and I look toward to all that God will accomplish through these ministries and 

with the people I have been called to serve, as an individual and too as part of a 

wider team.  
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Greetings from Marion and I to you all, 

even if we haven’t yet met.  

I’ve been thinking about cart wheels.  

No - not that kind of cartwheel! I’m past 

that.  

Let me explain.  

I was thinking back to what I said at the 

start of our Conference, and remembered 

that, with one eye on the time, I had left out an example of what unity and 

fellowship are supposed to look like biblically. What I was thinking about is 

this…….  

A cart wheel, composed of a hub, spokes and a rim, made of several sections. 

Every bit is needed; every bit is essential.  

Some of you may be ahead of me at this moment…. But bear with me.  

The hub is where you start, at the centre. The spokes are then fitted into the 

hub, good and tight, securely connected. Lastly the rim is fitted so that each 

spoke is set firmly in the rim, and the sections 

of the rim fit snugly together. Then it functions 

as it’s meant to.  

Which tells us something about the fellowship 

of the church. The hub is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Everything starts with Him. The spokes are 

believers - or churches if you wish - and they 

only function properly when their connection 

with the hub is firm and secure. The rim is the 

love of God which binds all the spokes in place 

President’s Portion 

By Ken Hart 
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and in the right relationship to each other [see Colossians 3: 14]. One more 

thing, have you noticed that the nearer the spokes are to the hub, the nearer 

they are to each other?  

Of course, this picture has its limits. A wheel is a static thing. The church is a 

growing, expanding body [to use a Bible picture]. But I think the parallel still 

holds good. If we are in the right relationship to our Saviour, we will be in the 

right relationship to each other, bound together with love, and bound together 

with Him. This is not a wishywashy love. Cart wheels are meant to be put to 

work, and it’s the rim that takes the wear and tear most. Love, in that sense, is 

the strongest thing for fellowship, for growth, and for action.  

One last thing. The Connexion have kindly extended my time as President till 

next October as a result of the covid pandemic. 

To be President of the Connexion is not a 

figurehead role. I believe it’s as much a 

pastoral role as leading a church, and I want to 

encourage you all, churches and leaders alike. 

If you contact me, Marion and I will gladly 

come for a weekend or a Sunday to meet with 

you, preach, encourage and help in any way we 

can.  

Meantime, every blessing for Christmas, and 

may the New Year be a time of growth and 

advance for us all 
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Website: https://www.cofhconnexion.org.uk/  

To find the Voice online, or see 

the latest Connexion news: 

Click WHAT’S NEW? 

 

 

 

To learn about the Sierra Leone 

Mission, get latest news from 

Sierra Leone, and find the 

History Videos: 

Click SIERRA LEONE MISSION 

Alternatively, scroll down to the 

bottom and click the SIERRA 

LEONE MISSION option along 

the bottom. 

 

To donate to the Connexion or 

the SLM:  

Click DONATIONS 

There you will be given a choice 

to donate to the SLM or to the 

Connexion. 

 

The Connexion Website 

https://www.cofhconnexion.org.uk/
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How to give to the Sierra Leone Mission 

You can give by Bank Transfer to: 

Barclays 
Sort code: 20-16-08 

Account number: 30799076 
Account name: Sierra Leone Mission 

 

Or, perhaps you would prefer to send a cheque to: 

Janet Foord, 2 Cheyne Close, Church Milton 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 2SQ 

  

Every pound given, goes to support our brothers and 

sisters in Sierra Leone. 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.                                                                 
2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

 



Voice Magazine Winter 2021 Page 28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion Registered Charity No. 232674 

The Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion 

Chairman and Secretary of the Trustees: 

 David Lockett 

Treasurer: Graham Squibbs 

Sierra Leone Mission Donations to: Janet Foord                                 

2 Cheyne Close, Church Milton                                        

Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 2SQ 

Voice Editor: Esther Green                                                                       

34 Wellers Grove, Cheshunt                                                    

Hertfordshire, EN7 6HU                          

estherkerengreen@gmail.com 

Distribution: Brian & Ann Mitchell                                                            

1 Robins Close, Ely CB6 3EG                                                        
01353 610525                             

brian_ann.mitchell77@ntlworld.com 

Connexional website: www.cofhconnexion.org.uk 

 

 

The Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion 

Sierra Leone 

Chairman and General Superintendent:                                           

Bishop Magnus Bendu 

Agent to the Sierra Leone Mission:                                                           

Rev Daniel Koroma 

 


