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  WELCOME From The Editor 

HELLO everyone, and welcome to the Summer edition of the Voice 

magazine! I’d like to start by wishing the best of luck to our Connexion 

youth who I know are doing exams at the moment (me included, 

hence the lateness of this edition). Let’s pray for good grades all 

around. I hope everyone had a very happy Jubilee weekend – here at 

Rosedale it was certainly full of excitement, so if you have pictures to 

share, I would love to see them. 

A lot has been happening in these past few months, so here we go! Up 

first is an interesting word from our trustees, breaking down the 

approaches to preaching, followed by a heart-warming story of one of 

our Bethesda brothers. Fundraisers are running well, especially at 

Hailsham, so just look there for ideas of what you can do for the SLM. 

We also have wise words on calling out to God, as well as the update 

on Bethesda and the Health Centre. Magnus has shared the second 

part of his collection of testimonies from those whose lives we touch 

in Sierra Leone, and lastly, Copthorne Chapel’s anniversary is in the 

diary for all to attend. 

Finally, any articles or photos of news from around                               

The Connexion are greatly welcomed and appreciated                            

to be included in the magazine. The deadline for our                           

next addition is 15th of August 2022. Just email me at: 

estherkerengreen@gmail.com.  

 

 

mailto:estherkerengreen@gmail.com
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At a pre-pandemic minister’s gathering some years ago at High Leigh, we 

discussed what it was that attracted us to The Connexion, what made it 

special. Various responses were given, one of which was our commitment to 

the Bible and preaching. Across our churches, on almost all Sundays, we will 

either sit down and listen to a sermon or stand up to preach it. The length 

may differ, as may its style and language, but the fact that there will be one 

is something that we take for granted and have in common. I wonder, 

though, how many of us have actually thought about what a sermon is? 

What is the point of a sermon? How do they work? Why do we listen to 

them? I suspect that for most of us, although we may have enjoyed or 

endured more than we can remember, bizarrely, the answer will be no. 

Perhaps you think that it’s obvious what’s going on, and that everyone sees 

it the same way. If that’s so, you may be surprised to discover that this is not 

the case! In fact there is a whole academic field 

devoted to the topic of preaching, exploring 

what preaching is, how God speaks through a 

sermon, and the different ways or forms of 

preaching: the field of homiletics.  

One of the leading figures in homiletics over the 

recent decades is an American preacher, 

Thomas Long. He’s the author of a modern 

classic textbook about preaching, The Witness of 

Preaching.1 He opens by describing the main 

approaches to preaching through a series of four 

 
1 Thomas G. Long, The Witness of Preaching, 3rd edn (Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox 

Press, 2016). 

Preaching Pictures 

By Ben Quant, Trustee 
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pictures: the preacher as the herald, the pastor, the storyteller/poet, and the 

witness. 

The Herald 

This is the traditional understanding of 

preaching in evangelical circles. Here the 

preacher is seen as like a herald or town-

crier declaring important news to those 

around them. They are given the task of 

announcing the good news of Jesus Christ as 

found in scripture to those to whom they 

are sent, believing that when the scriptures 

are faithfully preached, God will speak 

through its words to the congregation. This 

model of preaching emphasises the careful 

study of the biblical text and proclaiming it clearly, so that its meaning is 

conveyed to the congregation. Sermons are usually made up of a linear 

series of points, for example the classic ‘three point sermon’, with most of 

the focus on education rather than entertainment (although there might be 

humorous alliteration in the titles, or a story or joke to help make the point 

clear). 

The Pastor 

Another common image is the pastor. This shouldn’t be surprising, after all 

throughout the Bible religious leaders are compared to shepherds, those 

with the job of caring for the sheep. Jesus, of course, described himself as 

the Good Shepherd. With this emphasis on caring for others, inevitably some 

leaders bring this pastoral role into their preaching. This subtly shifts the 

focus from faithfully delivering the message of scripture, to discerning and 

meeting the needs of the flock; the purpose of preaching is to communicate 

the message of the Bible in such a way that it addresses people's situations 

and needs to help them live lives that glorify God. So what do pastoral 

sermons look like? Although they are often expository like those under the 

herald model, they usually require more thought about communication 

techniques and the way the sermon is constructed (its form), because 
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they’re seeking to bring about change in their hearers, not just a greater 

understanding. 

The Storyteller/Poet 

Once upon a time… There’s nothing I like better than being told a story, or 

reading a gripping novel. A good story 

has the power to transport you, to 

move you, to talk to you at a level 

deeper than words. Think of the 

difference between listening to a 

story and being told what a story is 

about. These are two completely 

different experiences aren’t they! The 

first is full of life, and the second, 

even if it is accurate, totally lacks the 

punch or emotional impact of the story itself.  

Long’s third image is that of the preacher as storyteller or poet. This 

approach seeks to take seriously the suggestion that most of the Bible is 

either a narrative, a story, or grows out of a narrative, the story of God’s 

creation and salvation. As an approach it encompasses a wide range of 

forms. When preaching, such preachers may try to pay attention to what the 

Bible is seeking to do to us on an emotional level as well as what it is seeking 

to tell us on an intellectual level, and reflect that in their sermons. They may 

craft their sermons not as a series of static points, but with a sense of flow or 

movement. Others, rather than presenting the conclusions they reached in 

the study in preparing for the sermon, might recreate that journey, so that 

they too experience the whole ‘story’ rather than just the final page of 

conclusions. Often, just as a story might leave its listeners to work out for 

themselves what it means, these sermons are open-ended, encouraging and 

leaving room for their listeners to think through their own conclusions and 

responses. Sometimes the sermon is a story, but it doesn’t need to be, the 

key thing is that the preacher takes seriously the narrative nature of the 

Bible, the power of narrative, and the experiential aspect of a sermon. 

The Witness 
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Probably the most common form of storytelling is one that starts not ‘once 

upon a time’, but ‘you’ll never guess what happened to me today…’ This 

final approach to preaching argues that this is the story the Bible tells. It is 

not simply a story amongst other stories, it is a very specific story, the 

account of God’s dealings with his people as told by them. His people 

witnessed him and his acts and the Bible is their testimony. 

The witness model of preaching 

says that as we read the 

eyewitness accounts of God, we 

open ourselves to encountering 

him for ourselves in their 

accounts. The preacher is sent by 

the congregation to scripture to 

have such an encounter on their 

behalf, and then to come back 

and share what they experienced 

and belief about that, ‘you’ll never guess what happened to me today…’ 

They can tell it in whatever form best fits, the important thing is that the 

sermon grows out of their encounter with God in the text. 

An interesting aspect of this approach is that it allows for us to tell different 

sermons based on the same passage. Different witnesses of an event will 

always tell different stories because they have different points of view - for 

example the winner of a race will retell the story of the race differently from 

the person behind them who came second, or someone in the crowd 

watching them. You can see this of course in the Bible where we have four 

different testimonies to Jesus in the Gospels. This may feel risky, how do I 

know I’ve got it right, but allows and calls us to be honest in our preaching, 

this was my encounter with God and this is what I believe he said. 

Four different understandings and approaches to preaching, all with their 

strengths and weaknesses. I wonder if you recognised the preachers in your 

church? It may be that working out how they see themselves will help you to 

understand what they’re trying to do so you can get the most out of their 

talks. If you’re a preacher, which do you see yourself as being? Perhaps 
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there might be value in trying on a different outfit sometime and seeing 

what it’s like. 

 

 

 

 

My name is Ibrahim Kabia and I came to 

Bethesda on Saturday 16th September 2019. 

I was born in Ribbi Chiefdom, Moyamba 

District in the Southern part of Sierra Leone. 

I was born to very poor parents and there is 

no school close to my village. So my parents 

decided to send me to my uncle at Waterloo 

where I was staying. While I was staying with 

my uncle, Pa Sorie at Waterloo. I went 

through a lot of struggle and hunger. My 

uncle goes out to work as a Motor Bike Rider 

very early at 4am in the morning. By then I 

will be asleep and he will not leave anything 

for me as food or lunch for school. It was 

only two of us living in the apartment. Sometimes neighbours come to my 

aid to help with food.  

One day in the morning, I thought about this and I wept bitterly. I sat down 

for long and I didn’t go to school on that day. So I decided to go out and pick 

up empty rubbers thrown at the dust bin or dropped along the way by 

people. By so doing, I help to get places clean and I sell these empty rubbers 

to get money for food. My uncle knew that this was what I was doing but he 

didn’t care.  Once in a while, he will give me food but this time he stopped 

thinking that I am receiving a little money. I was in this life for almost three 

years and stopped going to school. By then, I was not sleeping at my uncle’s 

place anymore. I was sleeping with my friends in the market huts. I was 

there for two years until September 2019.  

My Encounter With Bethesda 

By Ibrahim Kabia 
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I knew about Bethesda through a visit by Uncle Magnus, Mama Janet and 

two other visitors from England at 11pm near the market where we live at 

night. At that visit, they brought food and drinks for us and told us about 

Jesus. Mama Janet spoke and Uncle Magnus interpreted. The food was 

delicious and they also gave some of us money. I don’t know how they 

spotted me but I saw Mama Janet and Uncle Magnus discussing privately 

and then called Uncle Albert who came and interviewed me. He invited me 

to Bethesda but it took some time before I turned up because I was afraid. I 

was thinking that they are bad people who kidnap. One day after two 

months they came to me again and asked me about my living conditions. 

They sympathized with me and invited me again to Bethesda. This time I 

went and as soon as I arrived there, I automatically fell in love with the place 

and I decided to stay. I was welcome by all of the boys and girls there.   

When I joined Bethesda, I came as 

a Muslim. During the morning 

prayers, I struggled to sing the 

Christian songs but I learnt them 

fast. Before Bethesda, I thought 

Islam was the best religion but now 

I know that Christianity is the true 

religion. The first passage that 

made me to believe in Christianity 

is John 14:6 which says: “I am the 

way the truth and the life and no one cometh unto the father without 

passing through me.”  I heard this scripture when Abdul, one of the boys in 

the Centre, was preaching in our daily devotion. I came to the Centre on a 

Saturday and on Sunday I went to Church. At Church, I was thinking why the 

Bible says that Jesus is the way to heaven. As I think about this, I also 

thought that the Quran did not say Mohamed is the way to heaven so I 

believed that Christianity is the true religion and other scriptures helped to 

develop my faith as a Christian. Currently I am even preaching at the Church 

sometimes and they call me Pastor. 

I am very happy for Bethesda because my life is completely different now. I 

am happy and I praise God for my life. Bethesda has changed my life 
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spiritually, emotionally, mentally and physically. We have been taught in the 

home that we must be of good character, hard working, study hard and pray 

at all times. I am highly motivated just like all of the boys and girls. We 

became even more motivated when Abdul and Mariatu went to the 

University. I feel there is hope for me and I believe I will repay back to other 

boys and girls who languish in the street after my education. I am planning 

to become a Medical Doctor so that I will help to treat sick people and give 

them a happy life. I thank all of those who have been helping us at Bethesda 

and I pray that God will continue to provide for you in Jesus’ name. 

 

 

 

 

I’m really excited to report that we held 

our first Sierra Leone fundraising event at 

Hailsham Gospel Mission recently. 

Members of the Sierra Leonne Mission 

committee produced booklets which we 

introduced at last September’s 

Conference. 

They give step-by-step ideas on how to lay 

on attractive and fun events for all sorts of 

people in order to raise awareness of the 

needs of our Christian family in Sierra 

Leone. Out of the nine booklets produce, 

which include a Beetle-Drive; a Chocolate Quiz; a Film Night and even a 

Karaoke Night, Hailsham chose to have an Afternoon High Tea. They worked 

so hard in preparing the Church with lots of posters and information about 

Sierra Leone. The tables were arranged like an old fashioned tea room with 

pretty china cups, saucers and tea plates. One might almost expect Miss 

Marples to arrive at any moment. People came from far and wide and filled 

the room, almost, to capacity.  

High Tea at Hailsham 

By Brenda Riddle 
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Before we began feasting, we opened with a prayer of thanks to the Lord 

and sang How Great Thou Art, simply because it’s one of Peter’s favourite 

Hymns. The tables were laden with cake-stands overflowing with all sorts of 

naught-but-nice cakes and scones, and every kind of dainty sandwich 

imaginable. Lovely ladies served tea and coffee from proper tea pots at the 

table, which made us all feel very special.   

Afterwards, Ivann showed several short films about the history of Sierra 

Leone up to the present day, which Peter presented, and also spoke about 

the need to re-introduce a Rice Fund since the cost of rice has doubled in 

recent months. Brenda gave a short history talk called ‘God Had a Plan’, 

about how slavery affected Sierra Leone, and finally, Gordon Hamilton spoke 

encouragingly on how important it is to send Filled Shoe bags to the children 

as a token of our love for them.   

Everyone’s response exceeded all expectations, in that a whopping £389 was 

raised by Hailsham from offerings and the sale of crafts. Before we left for 

our homes we sang ‘In Christ Alone’ in which a line says, ‘Here in the love of 

Christ I stand’. An aptly reminded to us all that In Christ alone, all things are 

possible and without Him we are nothing. 

 

 

 

Not very long ago sending an 

airmail letter to Sierra Leone and 

waiting for a reply would take 

weeks, even months. That is no 

longer the case, within seconds 

an email or message can be sent 

and a reply received almost 

immediately. The amazing 

advantages of modern 

technology! 

Communication 

By Janet O’Shea 
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James Humes once wrote ‘Good communication is the bridge between 

confusion and clarity.’ How true. 

With this in mind it is important that everyone in the U.K. Connexion is 

aware of and can respond to the evolving challenges that our Connexional 

brothers and sisters face on a daily basis in Sierra Leone. These can be 

accessed through the monthly prayer letter, the monthly update letter sent 

to each church, or the quarterly Voice magazine. Please get in contact if you 

would like to personally receive any of these updates.  

In addition, the committee would also be willing to give a presentation at 

any of your churches to help fund raising opportunities or to raise the profile 

of the mission. 

‘Spreading the word.’ In my experience people outside of the Connexion 

have been very interested in the work of SLM. Groups such as the W.I. and 

U3A welcome a new focus and enthusiastically get involved in making and 

filling shoe bags. Local schools often look for a charity to support and enrich 

their curriculum and older folk in sheltered accommodation love to hear 

about the children in our care. When we salvage at Reading Festival the 

majority who help us never go to church…what an opportunity to witness! 

As we try very hard to communicate the work of the Sierra Leone Mission 

within the Connexion, would you be willing to share this amazing work with 

people in your own community?   

At Bethesda, street children are being rescued, with the Health Centre 

babies and mums lives will be saved, in our schools children are building 

their futures and in our churches, God is working and saving lost souls.  

Perhaps you have some new ideas about the way in which we can move 

forward together. Let’s get excited about what we are involved in, we are 

very privileged! 
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1: Some scenarios:  

How have you felt over the past two years? At 
times, despondent and wondering what was 
going on? Where has God been during the Covid 
pandemic? As we have been prevented from 
doing all we would like to do both as churches 
and individuals, how have you responded? 

And how do we react when things go wrong in 
our lives, when unexpected suffering happens, 
and we’re tempted to ask, ‘Why, God?’ But isn’t 
it rather ungodly to be negative in difficult situations? After all, didn’t the 
apostle Paul say, ‘Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice!’ 
(Phil.4:4). And that was when he was in prison, itself an unpleasant 
experience. 

I became a Christian in July 1965 (together with my parents and sister). As I 
look back over 57 years as a Christian and think about my life and work, I 
also think about what has most hindered Christian growth. It’s the whole 
issue of suffering, especially the type of suffering that seems to have little 
purpose and causes great sadness and grief both to the sufferer and family 
and friends, and seems pointless. I have struggled to know how to deal with 
this. 

Let me give you some examples: 

a) The sudden death of the Principal of Oak Hill College, where I taught 
for 30 years, Mike Ovey, on 7th Jan 2017 at the age of 58, provoked 
sad emotions in me and in the whole college – just at a point in the 
college’s life when Mike was about to embark on new initiatives. 
What was God up to?? 

b) The sudden death of a 27 year old student in March 2000, leaving 
behind a wife who had been struggling with post-natal depression 

Crying out to God With Psalms 

By Paul Woodbridge 
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and 2 young children. What was God doing? Where was he in these 
tragedies? 
 

c) My mother had dementia for the last 5 years of her life. It changed 
her character and personality – she became angry and bitter, even 
telling the pastor to ‘bugger off’ when he came to visit her. It was the 
first time I’d ever heard her use such language! 

2: How does God want us to react to such scenarios?: 

Can we be angry with God? 
Can I express my anger in 
prayer? Can I express my 
utter frustrations with him, 
when I cannot see the point 
in some suffering that I or 
others are going through? A 
former colleague at Oak Hill 

College, Eric Ortlund, begins to suggest a way for us, both individually and 
corporately: 

‘Imagine you're going to church. The worship band is on stage. You see on 
the screen all the normal information: Copyright Vineyard Music, 1998; in 
the key of B flat, written by Brian Doerkson. The worship band starts up, but 
you notice something strange, because the song says a lot of things to God 
that sound rude:  

Lord, how could you let that happen? Why did you abandon me? I'm one of 
your own. Why didn't you protect me? If you had been there, this never 
would have happened (John 11:21)! And this hurts your cause too, Lord. 
People are scoffing at you in your absence. Come and visibly intervene for 
me! But no matter what, I will trust you forever. No matter what, you are my 
God forever. 

That's the situation we get in the Book of Psalms: a miktam, of David, to the 
tune of “Doe of the Dawn”—those titles head the hymns we approve and 
also the laments that strike us as rude. But both equally count as worship in 
the Bible, even though for many of us, asking lament-type questions sounds 
like the opposite of worship. 
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Could I suggest, knowing I'm generalizing, that we in North America (and 
Britain) need to “biblicize” and complicate our worship by making lament a 
regular feature? To be a real biblical lament, it has to include a confession of 
trust and unconditional loyalty from the lamenter; without that, it's just 
complaining. But I also want to emphasize that, unless we lament, we're 
being unbiblical and unhelpful’. 

3: So, what does the word ‘Lament’ 
mean in the bible? 

To Lament: ‘To mourn aloud, to 

express sorrow, mourning, or regret; 

to regret strongly’. And God has given 

us in the Psalms a way, a means, to 

express to him our sadness, 

frustration, grief, even anger, at what has happened to us. 

In the next issue of The Voice, we’ll explore some specific Psalms and see 

how they help us when we or others are suffering. 

 

 

  

Giving to Sierra Leone Mission 

We are very grateful for the increased number of donations 

given by Bank Transfer; they are deeply appreciated, but we 

need to know who is giving them. 

Alongside your donation, please send an email to Janet 

Foord at norman.foord@yahoo.co.uk with the following 

information: 

• Your name. 

• Any specific project or request you wish to support. 

• The amount you donated. 

• The date you donated. 

Many thanks from Janet Foord for your support in helping us 

keep track of all your generous gifts. 

 

 

mailto:norman.foord@yahoo.co.uk
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Recently my niece underwent an eight hour operation. Unbeknown to me 

the children at Bethesda spent the whole day praying and fasting. They 

didn’t know my niece but they had heard about her and realised the need. I 

find this very humbling. 

Once when I was visiting Bethesda the children asked me to sit on a chair in 

the middle of the room. They then encircled me, laid hands on me and 

prayed. I found this very humbling. 

Early every morning and again in the evening the children at Bethesda meet 

together to pray and study the Bible. I again find this very humbling. 

Jesus said ‘Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’ Mark 10v14 

Bethesda was established because God gave Magnus a vision. Through this 

work, many children have been reunited with their families and many 

children have been able to call Bethesda ‘home.’ More importantly these 

children now worship a Heavenly Father and seek to serve Him. 

There are 17 children living at present at Bethesda, two of the older teens 

are attending University.  At conference last year a few of the children were 

sponsored, it would be great to have them all linked to a U.K. church or 

person. 

Brama Health Centre is also developing 

because God gave Magnus a vision.  

Through this work many lives of 

children, babies and pregnant women 

will be saved. All in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 

God has started this work and I am 

confident that He will complete it. The 

Bethesda and the Health Centre for Children 

By Janet O’Shea 
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building is almost finished and we trust the Lord to enable Magnus to equip 

and furnish the centre. 

As a Connexion we are so blessed that Bethesda and the Health Centre have 

been entrusted to us. They’re also our responsibility so please continue to 

pray.  Once the Health Centre is complete, we will hand over the reins to 

Magnus. 

 

 

T A Z H P R E A C H W E C 
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“I am a Muslim and I live at Mayain village (Near 

Manallo). My daughter goes to the Church at 

Manallo. Every year, they supply those gifts and 

clothes and they said the gifts come from white 

people in the UK. I have been in the mosque 

since I was born but I have never received any 

gift. The Christian people are very generous.” 

(Sampa Boboh) 

“I live at Brama Town. I have observed the help 

offered to the children at Bethesda. I admire 

those who support the orphanage so much that 

is the Countess of Huntingdon in the UK. That is 

a great help for Sierra Leonean children. Also as 

a Teacher the SLM has been given me stipend for over 6 years now and have 

supported many of us teachers to get qualifications. Another good thing is 

the special teaching session done by Janet in 2019 which was helpful as a lot 

of experience sharing took place. We the teachers of Brama learnt a lot from 

her and we wish it will continue with us and other schools. I am so grateful 

and may God bless all the contributors.” (Sonnie Sesay, Teacher at 

Huntingdon Primary School Brama Town) 

“Since I came from Ghana to Sierra Leone, I have been attending various 

Churches and I discover that the CHC is one of the most compassionate. I 

remember the relief supply of rive during the war and the shoe bags and 

clothes they send every year and books also. The SLM has done so much for 

us also as Pastors in smaller village Churches. I wish to thank them so much 

for the support.” (Pastor Kwame Pascal Macbaily of Kono) 

Testimonies from Sierra Leonians about UK 

Partnership – Part 2 

Compiled by Magnus Bendu 
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“I am one of the Pastor’s daughter and I have benefitted from a scholarship 

by my father’s friend in the SLM. I am so grateful and I pray that God will 

bless my sponsor.” (Anonymous) 

“I want to thank the white people that send the jumpers for us at 

Kamakontakay as it can get very cold here some times. I am also happy for 

the shoe bags to the children. We have never received such gifts in our 

village.” (Emmanuel Sesay, Kamakontakay) 

“I am grateful because of the tailoring training we went through in 2015 

sponsored by the SLM in England. At the moment I am earning little money 

from the skill I acquired with the machine they gave me.” (Marie Koroma, 

Magbomoh) 

 

 

 

 

The fellowship of Copthorne 

Chapel are celebrating 200 years 

of Christian witness to the people 

of Copthorne and the surrounding 

area. The chapel is 195 years old 

but 200 years ago a group of 

Christians came from the 

Connexional church in East 

Grinstead and began praying for a 

church. They worshipped in a barn 

right next door to where the 

chapel now is. 

On Saturday 9th July we are having 

a service of celebration. We have a 

choir, plus Rev Ian Phillips will be 

200 Years of Christian Witness 

By Gordon Hamilton 
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speaking, which will be followed by a tea. 

All welcome, please r.s.v.p. secretary@copthornechapel.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

We’ve just returned from visiting two churches 

in Kent – on the Isle of Sheppey, and at Broad 

Oak near Canterbury. We were made to feel very 

welcome and felt it was good to see them in 

action, both in worship, and in fellowship. We 

hope we left something positive in exchange in 

terms of encouragement and challenge. 

These visits set me thinking about the nouns we 

use [NO! This is not a grammar lesson] for the 

relationships between churches. Our key word is 

Connection / Connexion. For others it may be 

Association, Union, Fellowship, and so on. But these titles, which should be 

descriptions, are nothing unless they’re constantly active verbs – connecting, 

associating, bonding, uniting. We know that without actions, love can 

become just a word. Likewise, these words need to be translated constantly 

into action and activity.  

We all have annual Conferences, leaders’ meetings, and other specified 

activities. The danger for any grouping is to let these be enough. It’s one of 

the dangers of life. Families can subscribe to the idea of family, yet only 

actively meet at weddings and funerals.  

The difficulty for most of us, whether churches of nine members or ninety – 

and I’m not the first to point this out – is the busyness of our lives together. 

We can be busy doing, but marking time in fellowship and love together [1 

Thess. 4: 1 and 9-10] and with others. We can be joined by activity at the 
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expense of relating. Zoom meetings and phone links help, but as humans we 

need close encounters of the human kind. “I have much to write to you, but I 

do not want to use paper and ink [or i-phone or laptop]. Instead I want to 

visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete.” [2 

Jn. 12 and 3 Jn. 13-14]. 

This takes time, effort and co-operating for all of us, of course, but I’ve been 

challenged by church groups who didn’t have cars, trains etc. Have a look at 

1 Peter 1: 1-2 alongside an atlas of the Mediterranean area of the New 

Testament era. What distances, what time involved, what a sense of the 

prime need to associate, share, encourage, build each other up. A very 

practical illustration of the bodyhood of believers. 

The presidency of the Connexion is intended 

to provide one of those links, drawing 

churches into a common concern. It’s not 

merely another “preach” – it’s a chance to 

share, to communicate, to learn from each 

other, as we know that none of us has a 

corner on it all.  

The first head teacher I worked under knew 

this. He was always connecting his staff with 

one another. “Can I share with so-and-so the way you’re dealing with this?” 

Or, “Why don’t you have a word with so-and-so. They’ve got an interesting 

answer for this. Better still, pop along to their classroom.” Simple; brilliant; 

connecting constantly. 

That’s why we’ve valued these past years, covid notwithstanding. I hope it’s 

been a learning experience all round. 

We’ve still got about five months left to run. If you would like to have us visit 

your fellowship and haven’t yet had the opportunity, please get in touch 

with us by snail-phone or e-mail.  You can find connection details on the 

website or in the handbook. We’d love to arrange a date with you. Every 

blessing for the months ahead.  
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Website: https://www.cofhconnexion.org.uk/  

To find the Voice online, or see 

the latest Connexion news: 

Click WHAT’S NEW? 

 

 

 

To learn about the Sierra Leone 

Mission, get latest news from 

Sierra Leone, and find the 

History Videos: 

Click SIERRA LEONE MISSION 

Alternatively, scroll down to the 

bottom and click the SIERRA 

LEONE MISSION option along 

the bottom. 

 

To donate to the Connexion or 

the SLM:  

Click DONATIONS 

There you will be given a choice 

to donate to the SLM or to the 

Connexion. 

 

  

The Connexion Website 

https://www.cofhconnexion.org.uk/
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How to give to the Sierra Leone Mission 

You can give by Bank Transfer to: 

Barclays 
Sort code: 20-16-08 

Account number: 30799076 
Account name: Sierra Leone Mission 

 

Or, perhaps you would prefer to send a cheque to: 

Janet Foord, 2 Cheyne Close, Church Milton 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 2SQ 

norman.foord@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Every pound given, goes to support our brothers and 

sisters in Sierra Leone. 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.                                                                 
2 Corinthians 9:7 
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