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WELCOME From The Editor 

HELLO everyone, and welcome to the Spring edition of the Voice 

magazine! I know we have all been hearing about the terrible situation 

in Ukraine recently and this year has not been as peaceful as we all 

hoped it would be, but I encourage you all to not lose hope. We have 

another magazine filled with wonderful news and sharing the gospel. 

First up, we have a Bible study on becoming like Jesus, followed by 

heart-warming words collected by Magnus in Sierra Leone from those 

whose lives have been changed with their partnership to the 

Connexion. You may remember from the conference that we 

encouraged everybody to host some fundraising events for the SLM, 

and we have more ideas of how that can be done. If you’ve been 

hosting events already, we would love to see some pictures. 

Don’t miss the special article at the end of the magazine from the SLM 

missionary David Pavitt as he tells his wonderful story of what he did 

during his time in Sierra Leone. There are so many more interesting 

things to read and learn about this spring, so I hope you enjoy reading 

the magazine. If you have any articles you think would be good for the 

next edition, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Finally, any articles or photos of news from around                               

The Connexion are greatly welcomed and appreciated                            

to be included in the magazine. The deadline for our                           

next addition is 15th of May 2022. Just email me at: 

estherkerengreeen@gmail.com.  

 

 

mailto:estherkerengreeen@gmail.com
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Who do you look like? Have you ever 

been told that you look like someone? 

Have you ever been mistaken for 

someone else?  

For me, in the last few years it has 

been the apparent resemblance that I 

have with my dad. In fact, it goes to the 

extent where my personal tutor of my 

previous degree laughed at the similarities we shared at my graduation last 

November. There is also a man in Bolney who, though I have never had a 

proper conversation with him has called Dad and I “like bookends” on 

numerous occasions. Below is a photo of us at my graduation, I will let you be 

the judge… 

Anyway, what if I was to tell you that we 

were all created in the very likeness of 

somebody. In fact, you could even go as far 

to say that it is a large portion of our 

function here on Earth to grow in becoming 

more and more like this person. 

Genesis 1:26 (NIV): Then God said, “Let us 

make mankind (humankind) in our image, 

in our likeness…” 

It is fascinating that we actually have 

reference to what could one of the most 

powerful sentences in the Bible. We, yes 

you, me, the entire Connexion even, your 

neighbour, your schoolteacher, in fact all humanity was created to become 

more and more like God and image-bearers, image-carriers of Him. 

Bible study: Who Do You Look Like? 

By Joel Allaby 
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Unfortunately, sin stains this. To put it simply, sin is when we choose to go our 

own way, instead of following God’s way. It is by going our own way that we 

walk away from God and as a result when you walk away from someone, you 

are unlikely to see what they look like. 

However, God in His incredible grace, mercy and kindness sends His Son Jesus 

into the world. Colossians 1:15: “The Son is the image of the invisible God.” 

Jesus came to the world fully man but also fully God and revealed to us what it 

truly looks like to look like God in all its fullness. Therefore, we are called to 

embody and reflect the image of Jesus in every moment of every day. We are 

to grow in becoming not gods but godly. 

C.S Lewis, the author of The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe, among other 

classics once wrote, “Every Christian is to 

become a little Christ.” I find the wording 

of this somewhat compelling that we 

should become more and more like Jesus 

– the One who set us free from all sin, 

shame and guilt when He chose to come 

down into the world, live the life of a 

slave, died a criminal’s death and rose in 

almighty victory three days later. 

Though I want to stress how important it is to remember that yes, as we 

Christians we are to become ‘little Christ’s’, but also God delights in who you 

are. In fact, the New Living Translation version of Ephesians 2:10 summarises 

this beautifully where it says: “For we are God’s masterpiece”. Whether you 

believe it to be true as you read this, that statement is fact. You are a 

masterpiece, there has never, nor will there ever be anyone like you. You are 

completely unique, and this is celebrated by God. 

Therefore, it could be said that Christlikeness is a change of character, not 

personality. We read of the result of being more and more Christlike in 

Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance 

(patience), kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” 

Imagine how special it would be if were all continually growing in the fruit of 
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the Spirit. We also need to shift our attention away from that which is worldly 

and as Philippians 4:8 says, we are to: “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever 

is true; whatever is noble, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such 

things.” I remember when I read each of these words and reflected on the fact 

that each word is a great description of Jesus. We need to fix our eyes on Jesus 

if we are to become more like Him. 

Becoming Christlike is a life-long challenge and I believe that if we want to see 

change or maybe we’re not seeing change because we have a lack of realising 

or recognition, that we have to change personally to change that which is 

around us.  

So let us, the Connexion become more like Jesus. 

 

 

 

Abdul: 

Our destiny is not created by the shoe we wear but by 

the step we take. This is to express my gratitude and how 

thankful and happy I am with what is happening to me. 

Words are not enough to express my happiness and 

gratefulness to all of you. It is with vast pleasure that I 

send this special thanks from me, Abdul Mansaray, to all 

of you who conferred as a body to support me and my 

educational career in order to see me become a 

renowned person in the world at large. As Christians, we 

must always welcome the lost and receive people of all 

kind with Christ’s love to support the weak and needy. 

Let me take this opportunity to thank you all for the 

support you are giving me. This support has a great 

impact in my life, thinking back where Bethesda took me from. If I was not 

taken from my past life as a small boy 12 years ago, by now I would have been 

Expressions of Gratitude 

By Abdul Mansaray and Mariatu Kamara 
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hopeless or in prison or dead. Today I am talking about University. As I go to 

College I am going with a rest heart as you have given me a computer and a 

phone which will make learning easy for me. I really appreciate them and may 

God bless you. I promise to make you proud and to assure you that I will do my 

best to fulfil my aspirations. Please continue to pray for us for God’s direction 

and protection. 

Mariatu:  

Dear People of God and all of you supporting 

Bethesda children, 

On behalf of all of the children at Bethesda at 

Brama Town in Sierra Leone West Africa, I would 

like to thank you all for your generous support to 

the home. I am happy to tell you that your 

generous and selfless support made me achieve 

more than I ever imagined.  

Everything that has happened to me is just like a 

dream. Through your unimaginable support, you 

have made us achieve personal happiness, social 

life and academic success. We have gradually 

progressed from one stage to the other, just because of your support. If it were 

not for you, we would not have come this far. Besides academic achievement, 

our ways of life have been transformed morally and we have also influenced 

our peers to something good. As a member of Bethesda, you have made me to 

understand the importance of helping the poor and needy. Your investment in 

my life will never go in vain because when my life fully succeeds, I will try very 

hard to replicate your generosity and kindness to hopeless children wherever 

they are, in the street, at homes or the villages. This is closest to my heart. 

Kindly note that my achievement this far couldn’t be done without your 

intervention in my life. Therefore, I deeply appreciate your willingness and 

determination to come in and sponsor us. We hope and wish that our 

association and relationship will be maintained even in the future. Together we 

can always change the world to become a better place. Thank you. 
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From the foreword:  

A friend of mine once went into a 

jeweller’s to have his watch 

repaired. Ahead of him in the 

queue was a customer choosing a necklace with a cross. The sales 

assistant asked, “Would you like a plain one, or one with a little man on 

it?” It seemed apparent that neither of them had any idea who the 

“little man” might have been or why he was on the cross. Well, they are 

not alone. Our Easter celebrations have become so dominated by 

chocolate eggs and bunnies that the man on the cross has somehow 

become lost… 

This was the inspiration for my new book of 

fifteen short stories, written to unpack the 

events leading up to Good Friday and the days 

that followed. The book is perfect as a giveaway 

for family and friends who don’t yet know Jesus. 

Each story is accompanied by a delightful cartoon 

drawn by my friend Nick Flint, a short Bible 

reading and a question for reflection. For 

example, the book begins on Palm Sunday with a 

story about Unlikely Revolutionaries comparing 

the prospects of Trotsky and Jesus as 

revolutionaries who would change the world. 

The book ends with an invitation to the reader to make one of three possible 

responses to what Jesus has done for them and what to do next.  

Individual copies cost £1 and bundles of 15 just £10 plus p+p. A trade price is 

also available for bulk orders of more than 45 copies. Please contact Simon at 

simon@sixnineteen.co.uk for further information or to place an order. 

The Man on the Cross 

By Simon Allaby 

 

mailto:simon@sixnineteen.co.uk


Voice Magazine Spring 2022 Page 9 
 

  



Voice Magazine Spring 2022 Page 10 
 

 

 

 

The Sierra Leone Mission: 

At conference several people mentioned that they would like to be kept more 

up to date with what is happening in Sierra Leone. 

With that in mind there was an appeal for each church to nominate a SLM 

Champion.  In January 2022 a letter was sent to every Church in the Connexion 

asking for a ‘contact’ person so that Information could be sent to them 

regularly.  There was also a poster about shoe bags and a ‘Birthday’ poster. 

Only four Churches have responded. 

It would be great to create a network of people with a heart for Sierra Leone 

who would inform our congregations about the wonderful things happening 

there. 

We will continue to email prayer letters each month and through Christine Long 

update the web site.  Please consider being your Church’s S.L.M. Champion. 

Brama Health Centre for Children: 

In 2020 and 2021 the world’s focus 

was centred on the pandemic.  We 

realised again how blessed we were 

and are in the United Kingdom to 

have the National Health Service.  

How different our lives would have 

been if we’d had to pay for care. 

Life is very different in Sierra Leone. 

Are we shocked to read: ‘Sierra 

Leone’s maternal and child mortality rates are among the highest in the world.  

More than 1,300 mothers die per 100,000 live births and around 109 children are 

dying per 1,000 live births respectively.’ (MSF web site)  

Words from the SLM Committee 

By Janet O’Shea 
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In May 2021 prices of building materials increased worldwide and this effected the 

construction of the Health Centre. In July 2021 Magnus estimated that it would cost 

a further £27,000 to complete the actual building.  God is SO faithful and by 

October 2021 three donations were made that totalled £27,000. 

With the actual building complete Magnus is now comparing prices for electricity 

and a water system.  A solar panel and battery costs approx. £500.  His attention 

will then turn to equipping the Centre with furniture and medical aids.   

The Health Centre will be totally maintained and operated by our family in Sierra 

Leone.  They just need help in establishing a facility that will serve 35 local villages 

and save the lives of many babies, children and mums. 

There are several ways in which we can help: 

• The NHS discard opened packs and ‘out of date’ bandages and wound 

dressings.  Please approach your local pharmacy, doctor’s clinic, hospital, 

and explain how such ‘rubbish’ could be recycled.  These could be sent out 

in the October shipment. 

• They need old spectacles, walking sticks, crutches etc. 

• Sponsor a solar panel. This could be a whole church or individual donation. 

Perhaps use one of Peter and Brenda Riddle’s activity packs. 

What happens to hospital equipment when they are upgraded? eg. beds, drip 

stands, bedside tables.  Have you a contact that would help 

Each of us can help to complete this vision in Sierra Leone.  We might not be able to 

financially help but we could write a letter, make a phone call or drop into our local 

surgery. It’s also a wonderful way of letting our community know about the work 

we are involved in through the Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion. 

At each stage of the process to establish the Health Centre for Children God has 

met the need.  He will not fail now:  

Jeremiah 29:11 ... 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
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As we gradually emerge from the restrictions of Covid and the weather 

becomes more conductive to hosting events in our churches, it’s time to get 

our thinking caps on. One of our priorities is to support our Christian family in 

Sierra Leone by raising funds to help extend the gospel of Jesus and educate 

their children.  

If you’re stuck for ideas on how to create a maximum awareness and 

encourage generous donations, don’t panic! We have a selection of fun events 

to help you. They’ve all been tried and tested and proved successful. I’d be glad 

to hear how your events went. 

If you have any further suggestions on how to take your event to the next level, 

let me know! If you’d like a copy of these booklets, call Brenda Riddle on 01795 

510594 and I’ll email as many as you need.   

Fundraiser Ideas 

By Brenda Riddle 
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A while ago I was asked to write 
a course for church leaders to 
help identify and eliminate racial 
and other forms of 
discrimination in churches and 
Christian organisations. At first, I 
was rather taken aback. I am 
keenly aware that, sadly, humans 
are guilty of racism and all kinds 
of unfair bias but, in church? 
Really? In 21st Century Britain?! 

The person who offered me this 
task is a black British woman of 
West Indian heritage, who shared with me some of the direct and indirect, 
intentional and unintentional, discrimination that she has suffered, not on the 
UK streets, but in her church. This is not the place to share too much detail, but 
most of the slights she has experienced were probably inadvertent, but no less 
hurtful than deliberate prejudice, affecting her mixed-race son as well as 
herself. I took up the challenge and started gathering information and 
references and I created an outline for the course but, then along came 

Word from the Trustees 

By David Lockett 
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pandemic driven life changes, giving me an excuse to procrastinate, and the 
course is not quite ready, but I do plan to get there. 

I asked a couple of my African friends 
who worship at Wormley if they 
encounter racial bias in church, 
knowing how much they are loved by 
our congregation. Unsurprisingly, 
they did not feel such bias in our 
church, although they certainly 
experience it outside the church. This 
was a relief but then, our church, and 
The Connexion, have a particular love 

for the people of Sierra Leone through the SLM, so might this give us a positive 
bias towards African people? Perhaps I need to investigate a little further.   

Then I looked back at some training I had received at work about diversity, 
equality, and inclusion. Diversity is all about what makes each of us unique. It 
includes our characteristics, backgrounds, personality, life experiences and 
beliefs; all the things that make us who we are. It is the combination of our 
differences that shape our view of the world, our perspective, and our attitude 
to life. Unconscious bias can be based on many characteristics: culture, gender, 
age, beauty, ability, affinity and even a person’s name. We are encouraged to 
bring these characteristics into our consciousness and ask ourselves, how do 
our unconscious feelings affect our attitudes to these characteristics which we 
see in other people? 

One of the most common natural prejudices we all suffer from is beauty bias. 
There is a wealth of research that shows the extent to which this impacts all 
aspects of life, in education, law, politics, business and all areas of employment. 
We all might ask ourselves, have our decisions, behaviours or attitude to 
someone ever been influenced by how good looking they are? Guilty, I confess. 

It will come as no surprise that guidance on impartiality is to be found 
throughout the gospels and letters of the New Testament. One of the most 
quoted in this context is the apostle, Paul’s counsel to the Galatian church: 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”    
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The following passage from Luke’s gospel may also be very familiar to you: 

Luke 10:25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ 

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbour?” 

Jesus then told the parable of the Good Samaritan, choosing this character 
because of the innate bias that Jews felt towards Samaritans. Who might we 
set in place of the Samaritan in our own story?   

 

 

 

I was brought up in the Connexion and I look forward to each issue of ‘The 

Voice’ dropping through my letter box.  Reading the Editor’s appeal for articles, 

I thought I’d pen something about Gladstone’s Library. 

As the name suggest, 
Gladstone’s Library owes its 
foundation to Sir William 
Gladstone, who was Prime 
Minister during the reign of 
Queen Victoria.  He thought it 
sad that books should have no 
readers and readers should 
have no books to read.  So he 
set up a library in tin sheds in 
the village where he lived – 
Hawarden in Flintshire - 

Gladstone’s Library 

By Bob Webb 

 



Voice Magazine Spring 2022 Page 16 
 

donating over twenty thousand volumes from his own collection and 
transporting many of them to the library in a wheelbarrow, helped only by his 
valet and one of his daughters. Following his death, a public appeal raised the 
funds to erect a permanent building.  His family donated the money to build a 
residential wing. 

The library mainly focuses on theology, Biblical and religious studies and church 
history and probably houses the largest collection of books in these disciplines 
in the UK.  The collection is constantly being updated as new volumes are 
published and is not restricted purely to these subjects.  The library catalogue 
can be viewed on-line. To use the Reading Rooms at Gladstone’s Library you 
need to obtain a day pass as a researcher or have a regular permit as a reader.   
Alternatively, you can book accommodation and then have free use of the 
library as a resident.  I did this for the first week of November.   

When I was a student, nearly sixty years ago, I wrote two dissertations about 
the Eighteenth-Century Evangelical Revival and the work of Selina, Countess of 
Huntingdon.  How I wish now that I had known about Gladstone’s Library then!  
So, if any of you reading this are similarly engaged in studies, then I suggest this 
might be a good place in which to conduct your research.  I also know of church 
leaders who use the library when they are preparing Bible studies or a fresh 
series of sermons.  

Why not check out the Library’s web-site: https://www.gladstoneslibrary.org  

Happy browsing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The administration of the Connexion is very highly indebted to our U.K 
partnership and friendship through the Sierra Leone Mission. Our friendship 
has flourished greatly over the years and they have been our major life support 
after God. They are always willing to help us and to unconditionally partner 
with the ministry in Sierra Leone. They continue to provide the running cost of 
the Bethesda Children’s Centre, provide grants for stipend to Teachers and 
Pastors and support other projects including scholarship for teacher education 

Testimonies from Sierra Leonians about UK 

Partnership – Part 1 

Compiled by Magnus Bendu 

 

https://www.gladstoneslibrary.org/reading-rooms/using-the-reading-rooms/become-a-reader
https://www.gladstoneslibrary.org/


Voice Magazine Spring 2022 Page 17 
 

and Pastoral training as and when they can. They 
have also met personal needs to many. They pay 
hospital bills, school and college fees, give 
stipend to poor widows, give gifts to friends and 
the almighty shoe bags to children – the list goes 
on.” (Magnus Bendu, excerpts from 2022 
Conference Report).  

“I have been a teacher for over 15 years now at 
the school in Mabang. Government is not paying 
me. The Huntingdon has paid my fees to do a 
Teachers Certificate course and has been giving 
me transportation to go for class and pay salary 
every month. I thank you so much. What I feel so 
good about is that even though the money is 
small, they pay us very promptly and they said it is the white people from 
England. I thank them so much” (Abdul Mansaray, Mabang). 

“No England, no Huntingdon in Sierra Leone for now, even though we are trying 

to do our best these days. We thank them so much and we have a lot to learn 

from them” (Michael Mahoi, Mathoir). 

“The relationship between the Countess of Huntingdon’s Mission in Sierra 

Leone and that of the UK Connexion, I personally believed that has been a kind 

of mother and sons relationship which does not get broken. Your blessing in my 

life as a person remains uncountable. I trust that the good Lord will strengthen 

this unending friendship as ever.” (Ambrose Junisa). 

“What they did for me, I have never seen this kind of goodness in my life. After 

my husband died, they paid me every month as if I am a worker for 12 years. 

That amount was what sustained me and my children until I had a stable 

garden.” (Nancy Sawyer of Hailsham, referring to FSL support). 

My house was almost falling when the roof was leaking. They covered my 

shame and bought the corrugated iron sheet for me. That one thing that our 

partners in the UK did for my family, beside many more as a Pastor, I will never 

forget. (Alieu Kamara, Magbafty). 
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“I am a Muslim and my house was burnt down as a result of political violence, 

these white people did not only help their Christian brothers but also few of us 

who are Muslims. Since that day I know that Christians are very generous and 

good people. I don’t know how to thank them.” (Hassam Bangura, resident of 

Manallo referring to Mortimer support to re-roof burnt houses). 

“One good thing I will always remember about our white friends in England; I 

don’t remember their names now but I can see their faces, all of them, is that 

during the war in Sierra Leone, they supplied us rice every month and even 

Muslims were coming to Church and some of them never returned to the 

Mosque again.” (Christiana Mansaray, Old woman at Manallo). 

 

 

 

 Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be. [Peter de Vries]  

A preacher was speaking several years 

ago at the start of the new year on 

Ecclesiastes 7: 10: Do not say, “Why 

were the old days better than these?” 

For it is not wise to ask such questions.’ 

He knew the church had had a glittering 

past - full to the brim every Sunday in 

the 1930’s following a time of spiritual 

awakening. Now the numbers were way 

down, and there was some 

discouragement in the ranks. There 

were still a number of people who had lived through that time, and he could 

see from several faces that they weren’t going along with the writer.  

He decided to do something drastic. “I imagine that isn’t a popular opinion,” he 

said. “Please raise your hand if you don’t agree with that verse.” A number of 

hands were raised, joined more slowly by others.  

Presidential Jottings 

By Ken Hart 
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“Let’s think about the old days,” he continued, “and keep your hand up if you 

still disagree with Ecclesiastes.” He reminded them of the full services, of the 

singing, of the many forms of outreach, of the packed Sunday School. Not a 

hand went down. He changed tack. “Do you remember diphtheria, chicken pox, 

mumps, whooping cough, tuberculosis, polio? The depression and the lines of 

unemployed? The threat of a war which actually came. Smog in the cities….” He 

stopped. By now most hands had been lowered. 

“Do you see how wise the Teacher was?” he asked. “It’s too easy to filter out 

the bad times and hard things from our memories, and leave only the blessings. 

But we don’t remember them as blessings in hard times; we turn them into 

rosy memories. The Lord blessed this fellowship in the middle of tough times, 

as He has done throughout history. How about Galatians 4: 9 for your 

watchword? “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 

will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  

Why this story at length? I imagine we’re all pretty clear 

that the pre-Covid days are gone into history. Let’s all 

(including the writer) remember that we haven’t entered 

this new phase alone. God is with us. He isn’t thrown by 

this new situation, and He has entrusted His work in it to 

us. Where we go from here is part of the pilgrim 

adventure, but it’s secure in the hands of our God and our 

Saviour. He may have greater blessing in store than we 

can see at present. Let’s take the lessons of the past into 

His future. May you all know 

His blessing in this time. May 

we draw closer still to Christ, 

and to each other, and see a “day of His power” in 

our own harvest fields.  

Please pray for Marion and I in this final year of my 

time as President of the Connexion. We’re booked 

on the weekends of May 8th and 15th at Sheppey 

and Burnt Oak respectively. Apart from those, I have 

available dates before May, and after May. If you 
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would like me to come to your fellowship, please contact me as soon as you 

can, and we can arrange things. 

 

 

 

You may remember that in a previous edition of the Voice I wrote an article on 

the missionaries of the Sierra Leone Mission since it began until present day. 

one of these missionaries who’s story I had been able to find has kindly offered 

to share with us the amazing things he did with his family in Sierra Leone. It 

describes the lives he saw changed and the people he got to know and love, 

during his mission there. 

During my involvement with the Sierra Leone Mission, I was supported by 

Turners Hill Countess of Huntingdon Church when Rev. Gilbert Kirby was the 

Minister, and also supported by the other UK Connexion Churches. 

During our furloughs back in this country I toured all the Connexion Churches, 

from St Ives down in Cornwall up to Middleton speaking of the work in Sierra 

Leone. 

Preparation for this work for Jesus was following three years of training at All 

Nations Christian College, in Ware in Hertfordshire, and, on moving to Sierra 

Leone, it was my privilege to live out in Tumbu on the Peninsular with my wife 

Carole, our son Andy and our dog, Trusty, a Labrador that came out to Sierra 

Leone with us!    

To live in an African village was an amazing experience! I went to various 

villages like Bureh Town, Hastings, Tumbu to share the good news of Jesus 

as we felt Gods call to work among the Countess of Huntingdon Churches on 

the Peninsular near to Freetown. 

I was involved in training some of the Connexion Pastors, in preaching and Bible 

teaching in the Connexion Churches, teaching Scripture to the students at Jui 

Bible School, running a simple medical centre in the village and developing a 

simple reading programme for children as there was no school in the village of 

Story of a Missionary: David Pavitt 

By David Pavitt 
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Tumbu. I also studied Creole which was 

the major language across the tribes, 

not only in Freetown but also in the 

interior and this was to prove extremely 

useful - and utterly fascinating! This was 

predominantly the language of the 

descendants of freed slaves in Freetown 

but became widely used throughout the 

country. 

On our third tour of duty Carole and I 

and the family were graciously 

seconded to a Mission working among the Yalunka tribe in the extreme North 

of Sierra Leone where there was a need for New Testament translation work to 

be developed. Unlike the Creole churches the Yalunka church was a very young 

church needing Bible teaching, evangelism outreach and Carole’s expertise in 

typing up the new translation and collating the roneo-ed sheets of the various 

gospels once they had been translated and checked! We worked in close 

collaboration with Bill Harrigan, the NT translator, and his wife Ruth, a nurse, 

and when they went home on furlough, the translation and teaching continued 

as did the medical side - gunshot wounds, ulcers, broken toenails from kids 

playing barefoot football, burns, stomach problems, etc!   

The Yalunka church now have the Word of God in their own language and it 

was so good to be a part of the translation of the New Testament. 

I was rather out of my depth medically but Jesus got us through it all - even 

dealing with the attentions of a rabid dog and a savage bush fire that 

threatened the little two bed house I’d built and was halted only a few metres 

away! 

We were so delighted when Carole fell pregnant, but there were problems 

which living right up in the bush and far from a hospital - 4 hours away over 

rutted dirt roads - were impossible to deal with so she was lifted out by a 

helicopter from our village of Ganya to the Diamond Mines hospital for 

treatment. 
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It became clear that Carole needed to return to the UK and so reluctantly we 

headed for home after a time of real blessing among the Yalunkas - a time 

when spiritually we grew faster because of the problems and difficulties we 

encountered - among them an epidemic of smallpox which took out whole 

villages. We prayed “in Jesus Name” for our village and area to be kept safe and 

not a single person died.  I humbly believe that we were for “such a time as 

this” - for a special reason and purpose. 

I have experienced Gods continuing grace and great goodness and blessing all 

through my life since I was born again in a Billy Graham Crusade and I know His 

love for me is overflowing and will continue to do so! 

  

Giving to Sierra Leone Mission 

We are very grateful for the increased number of 

donations given by Bank Transfer; they are deeply 

appreciated, but we need to know who is giving 

them. 

Alongside your donation, please send an email to 

Janet Foord at norman.foord@yahoo.co.uk with 

the following information: 

• Your name. 

• Any specific project or request you wish to 

support. 

• The amount you donated. 

• The date you donated. 

Many thanks from Janet Foord for your support in 

helping us keep track of all your generous gifts. 
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How to give to the Sierra Leone Mission 

You can give by Bank Transfer to: 

Barclays 
Sort code: 20-16-08 

Account number: 30799076 
Account name: Sierra Leone Mission 

 

Or, perhaps you would prefer to send a cheque to: 

Janet Foord, 2 Cheyne Close, Church Milton 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 2SQ 

norman.foord@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Every pound given, goes to support our brothers and 

sisters in Sierra Leone. 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.                                                                 
2 Corinthians 9:7 
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