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Letter from the Editor
Hello and welcome to this edition of Voice!
In this quarter’s edition we have the headline container arrival news, news of
what the outgoing president has been up to, and information on our upcoming
conference, among other delights.
This edition is focusing on Makomba in Sierra Leone as part of our ‘Focus
On’ series. Please do use the information you read in this article, and all of
the articles to prompt your prayers for fellowships across the UK and Sierra
Leone.
You will also notice that we are looking for a new editor of Voice, and I would
be delighted to hear from you if you are keen to take this on. I have very much
enjoyed my time as editor of Voice and all the previews I’ve been able to have
of the articles as they drop into my inbox. I look forward to passing on the
baton to the next editor in waiting.. Perhaps that will be you!
Please do continue to send articles in for Voice. It’s really
encouraging to hear news from many in our family, from
churches in the connexion both in the UK and Sierra Leone.
May I please remind everyone who wants to send an article
in for Voice that the cut-off date for articles is: 26th April
2019 to give you time to get those articles in after
Conference.
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Giving up the Gavel …
My term as President finishes at Conference this year when I hand the gavel
over to Ken Hart, our President Elect. Let us pray that the Lord blesses his
ministry with Marion to the Connexion. The Lord has certainly blessed Phyl
and me over these two years and in particular given us a deeper appreciation
of the value he places on the different fellowships in the Connexion. We value
the deeper friendships we have made with our brothers and sisters in so many
places.
In my last article, two issues ago I mentioned my excitement about how God
was answering a prayer at Conference about my diabetes. Early in the New
Year my surgery agreed to reduce my medication coming off one pill
altogether as it is “not needed”. So I continue to feel excited about further
reductions in the future, God willing. I am not a “name it and claim it”
Christian and don’t want to give the impression that if we have enough faith
any physical problem will be healed. I don’t think the Bible teaches that. On
the contrary the Bible teaches that we come to glory through suffering and
death (e.g. Philippians 3v10-11). Nevertheless we can cast all our cares upon
Him for He cares for us and we rejoice when he graciously blesses us with
answers to our prayers.
Since my last report we visited Bolney on the 19th August where we thought
about Joshua’s victory at Ai found in Joshua Chapter 8. The following Sunday
we were at Wivelsfield when we looked at the same passage.
The first week-end in October, Phyl and I stayed with Brenda and Brian
Baldwin and I was privileged to speak at Mortimer West End Anniversary
Service, celebrating 25 years since the restoration and rededication of the
chapel. I spoke from Numbers about Balaam’s ass and the way God chooses
to bless his people in the face of the curses of the world from Balaam.
Two weeks later we boarded a Virgin train bound for Manchester Piccadilly
where we were met by Graham Squibbs and his daughter Rachel in good time
for a Quiz Night at Middleton on the Saturday followed by their Anniversary
Service on the Sunday. It was a great evening and a special pleasure to meet
the recently nominated pastor and his wife, Mark and Katie Robinson.
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The last Sunday in October, Phyl and I were at Shoreham where they are
coming towards the end of their study course following “The essential Bible
Truth treasury and journal”. We looked at the subject of Hope using 1 Peter
Ch1.
I preached at South Street Free Church on 4th Nov (1Peter1: A living,
guarded and rejoicing hope) & 30th Dec (2 Kings 11: The woman who saved
Christmas). Next Sunday the 27th January, and 17th March, God willing, we
shall be at Wivelsfield. Humanly speaking, since John Elphick’s recent illness
the future is uncertain for this tiny fellowship but we leave this in our Lord’s
hands, praying earnestly for John and that the Lord will use this chapel, with
all its potential, for His glory.
On 9-10th March 2019, God willing, we have been invited to St Ives for their
357th Anniversary. That will be another special occasion which we look
forward to. St Ives has particular memories for us. Phyl’s Dad was born in St
Ives, a few metres away from Zion church off Fore Street and we still have
relatives that way.
Thank you for your prayers and God bless you all
Dave Sweetman, President of the Connexion

Invitation
Ote Hall Chapel, Wivelsfield invite you to their 241st
anniversary service on Saturday 18th May 2019 at
3pm. Speaker: Rev Ken Hart, Incoming Connexional
President.
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A Nativity Play at South Street
Somebody said, ‘Why don’t you let
Sarah at Voice know?’
So here we are writing a snippet, in
an indirect way, about that
wonderful, world changing event
2,000 years ago, but, in a direct
way, writing about how our simple
Nativity Play proved to be, for us,
wonderful too.
Planning:- For the last monthly Senior Citz Lunch Club (avg. age about 75!)
at South Street. We (the committee) need to leave the forty or so diners, who
come along, with something to ponder over Christmas. Phyl Sweetman hits
upon an idea! ‘A Nativity Play’. The ‘committee’ raises sceptical eyebrows,
but place their absolute trust in our sister. After all she is a ‘professional’, as
readers will know, in these matters so what could possibly go wrong?
The Scene:- With a super lunch consumed we settle back to enjoy ‘the
entertainment’ bit.
Cue:- Phyl, who introduces a Nativity Drama, entitled, ‘Round the Back’ and
the cast, horror of horrors, will be the diners themselves!!! Costumes are to be
provided, cue cards supplied, Phyl herself will narrate and guide. Her husband,
consummate Thespian, Dave Sweetman will star as the grumpy innkeeper and
maestro Pam Elmes will hold it all together with unrehearsed piano
contributions! What could go wrong?
Aged shepherds, kings and angels were coaxed, persuaded, dressed and made
ready.
The Performance:- Quite astounding! Church and visiting diners coming
together in a poignant and moving new understanding of the power of the
Christmas story to touch our twenty-first century lives. A memorable and
challenging Nativity Drama, thank you Holy Spirit for ever prompting Phyl
and Dave to dare to suggest that such a nativity play was not just for Year 3!
- Roger Whitmore, South Street Eastbourne
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The Constant Characteristics of Revival
Many people in the past have imagined that a future revival must follow the
pattern of the previous one with which they were familiar. In Wales, between
the two World Wars, many were praying for what would be, in effect, a
repetition of the 1904-1905 Welsh Revival. But no two revivals are exactly the
same, not only because God is sovereign and delights to do “a new thing”
(Isaiah 43:19), but also because circumstances change. There are, however,
certain characteristics which mark all religious revivals, in the true sense of
the word, as distinct from revivalism, or evangelical campaigns of one kind or
another, in which persuasion predominates. In a very short article only a few
of these can be briefly mentioned.
The first characteristic of revival is usually a burden or extraordinary longing
in the heart of Christians for a manifestation of the power and presence of
God and an earnest desire for the salvation of unconverted people. Every
Christian has some desire of this kind but, prior to a revival, it is given by God
to some as an overpowering desire. Charles Finney tells the story of an old
blacksmith who, one day, had such an agony of concern about the state of the
church and the unsaved that he locked his shop and spent the day in prayer. In
his church the following Sunday, one after another broke down in confession,
and it was found that people in every part of the town were under conviction
and they all dated their concern from the time the old blacksmith was praying
in his shop. Also, before the last outbreaks of revival in Britain, in the
Hebrides between1949-1957, two elderly sisters on the island of Lewis had a
similar burden. They prayed through the night three times a week before
revival came. In fact, there seems to be no instance of revival where God has
not previously put this intercession, inspired by the Holy Spirit, on the heart of
one or more of His people.
Another sign of true revival is that of the conviction and confession of sin, in
the first instance, of Christians (1Peter 4:17). This was the particular
characteristic of the Ruanda revival in the early 1950s. People felt a
compulsion to confess their sins publicly before they could get peace.
Missionaries heard confession after confession of things people had held
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against them, with pleas for forgiveness for the murmuring and grumbling. All
kinds of other sins were also confessed by people who felt they could no
longer hide these things as they stood in the conscious presence of God.
Shakings and prostrations were often the result of these deep convictions of
sin until a sense of deliverance was given.
Connected with confession of sin was the desire for restitution and
reconciliation. For example, in the Ruanda revival, as in others, after
confessions of stealing, people were anxious to restore immediately, in kind or
by payment, what they had stolen from the missionaries or from one another.
Some traders were amazed at the number of people who went to them
confessing stealing. People also went long distances to clear up
misunderstandings. They cried as if breaking their hearts because they had
misrepresented something and pleaded for forgiveness.
There have always been two main attitudes to revival. There are those who
believe we must pray and wait God’s time and those who believe that an
awakening can occur at any time if Christians fulfil the Biblical conditions (2
Chronicles 7:14, etc.). There is truth in both positions. The initiative is always
from God and history shows us that it is possible for people to resist the Holy
Spirit and for them to fail to enter God’s blessing. We must humble ourselves
(James 4:10), repenting of and confessing all known sin and making amends
where necessary and possible. With David our prayer should be, “Will you not
revival us again, that your people may rejoice in you?” (Psalm 85:6).
- Norman Lloyd
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Conference 2019: Welcoming, Supporting and
Networking Missional Churches
Easter is approaching. Amidst the Holy Week celebrations of Jesus’ death and
resurrection is an opportunity for us to celebrate together, our annual
Connexion Conference at High Leigh, Monday 15th - Wednesday 17th April.
What is Conference? It’s a gathering of representatives from the Connexion’s
churches across the country. Although ministers and two delegates from each
church are expected to come, it is open to anyone. This makes it a great
opportunity to get to know others from our wider family, for encouragement
and support, sharing ideas and experiences.
Each day begins and ends with prayer and worship in a mix of styles from
contemporary and loud, to quiet and reflective. It is good to celebrate together.
Each day we hear from our chosen speaker for Conference. This year it’s
Michael Quicke, known to many of us as a previous Principle of Spurgeon’s
College. Michael is an experienced minister, international speaker, Emeritus
Professor of Preaching at Northern Seminary, USA and author of important
books on preaching, worship and leadership. We’re looking forward to the
insights he has to bring to our theme of our being a movement that welcomes,
supports and networks missional churches.
Continuing this theme, Conference will also feature a new look ‘News from
the Churches’, which in the planning group has gained the nickname of
‘Connexional speed dating’. As well as being no doubt an occasion full of
laughter and fun, we believe this year’s format will also lead to a deepening of
the relationships between us and opportunities for prayer and ministry. There
will also be our Mission Marketplace where the churches will set up their
‘stalls’ presenting a mission venture they have undertaken in the last year so
we can be inspired, learning from each other’s successes and mistakes, and
give thanks for what God is doing amongst and through us. Ken Hart will also
be bringing us a Quiz Night, ministers will be relieved to here there isn’t a
Bible round…
During the Trustees’ AGM we will hear their review of the year and have a
chance to discern God’s will together for the future mission and direction of
the Connexion. This is a key chance to explore together our identity and
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purpose, and the question of how can we become more welcoming, supporting
and networking. The Sierra Leone Mission will also host their AGM giving us
a chance to hear more of the life and work of the Connexion in SL and how
we can support it.
We finish by sharing communion together, a fitting act of welcoming,
supporting and networking to close with as we eat and drink as one through
Christ’s Cross.
Youth Conference will be meeting alongside us for 13-18 year olds and their
leaders, see their poster in this edition of Voice, and we look forward to the
activities we will do together. There will also be provision for children during
most main sessions led by a team from the church at Turners Hill.
Booking details have been circulated to the churches and are on our website,
www.cofhconnexion.org.uk.
The Connexion is a diverse family. Each of our churches is distinct, living out
its faith in ways that best fit their personality and local context. Between us we
have a wealth of knowledge and spiritual depth through our different
experiences, outlooks and character. This wealth in variety is one of our
greatest strengths and our Conference programme this year is designed to
uncover and share this. It is our prayer that through it we will be enriched,
motivated by what God is doing, and leaving with fresh enthusiasm for our
part in his mission.
- Ben Quant, Wormley

Future Dates
15th April

SLM Committee Meeting, 10am, High Leigh

15th-17th April

Annual Connexional Conference, High Leigh
Conference Centre

18th May

Ote Hall Chapel, Wivelsfield 241st Anniversary
Service
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Jui Primary School, 55 Years Ago
Inspired by Christine’s article ‘Focus on Jui’ in the last edition of The Voice,
and thrilled at the development since I had the privilege of working with
Roger and Joan Grundy, it prompted me to tell you how the school started in
those early years.
I had been in the country for sixteen months and at last the school was ready
to open. December 30th, 1963 was the registration day for the new primary
school at Jui. Parents had been invited to register their children for the new
term. The news spread into the nearby villages of Grafton, Kossoh Town and
Hastings. The first applicants arrived: five Saccoh boys: David, Daniel,
Wilfred, Henry and Alfred, along with sisters Iye and Hannah. A few parents
brought birth certificates, which helped, as otherwise it was just my guess as
to the spelling of names and the ages of the children. A child was ready for
school if he/she could reach his/her left ear with the right arm stretched over
the top of the head! This test was applied. I had some in the school who failed
the test.
During the first
week of term the
numbers rose to 56
and the school
thereby
qualified
for an assistant
teacher, sent by the
Ministry
of
Education.
Miss
Aubee was eighteen
years old, had been
educated at primary
level, but I was
grateful for her
help. The children’s ages were between four and thirteen. For most of them
Jui was the first school they had attended.

Voice Spring 2019 - page 13

The children sometimes came to
school wearing no clothes, but
carried
them
in
polythene
bags. They walked two, three, or
four miles to school, and a few came
by boat. The school bell, a lorry
wheel found on the roadside, was
struck with an iron bar at 08:20 each
morning. I pinned name labels onto
each child the first week fortunately they all wore clothing in school! The children did change their
names when they felt like it and were called different names at home, but at
least at the beginning of the day I had all 56 sitting in the right place. A few
children could understand me. They were from several different tribes, but all
understood the local patois, a mixture of broken English and many other
languages. So it was helpful to have the help of Miss Aubee after struggling
on for the first three weeks on my own.
As you will see from the photos,
school in those early months was so
very different from school at Jui
today. Interesting specimens were
brought for the nature table, including
snakes’
skins
and
a
dead
monkey. Monkeys played in the trees
around the school, coloured lizards
ran over the walls, inside and out.
One day a spitting cobra was found in
the corner of the classroom, causing chaos! Chameleons amused the children,
and being so close to the river we were plagued with mosquitoes and other
insects. The mosquitoes were malaria-carriers and nearly every day I would
care for a child suffering from fever and often needed to take children home in
my mini or take them to the local dispensary for treatment. Many of the
children suffered from malnutrition. I regularly spent an hour after school had
finished each day administering first aid.
I am sure that the classroom must have looked like a circus sometimes. I
would be trying to do so many things at once: trying to instruct Miss Aubee,
teach the older children, restraining the wild ones from climbing out of the
windows or fighting. They were noisy and excitable. I sometimes made the
Voice Spring 2019 - page 14

mistake of clapping my hands to quell the noise, only to find the whole class
clapping with me, using any excuse to make some fun. They loved to sing and
picked up songs and hymns quickly. A piano was sent out from my home
church and was a great success.
We were probably the only
primary school in that area to
possess a piano. Our furniture
was made by the prisoners in
Freetown. Desks and chairs had
been ordered for forty children, so
the other sixteen sat on chairs and
stools of varying shapes and
sizes.
Each child paid four
shillings a term for school
fees. This money bought only essential equipment. All the other equipment
was provided from gifts sent from friends in England and I persuaded
European friends in Freetown to give their unwanted books and toys. You can
see from the photos that they loved to come to school.
Each day started with registration,
then an assembly and Bible
story. Then followed an hour when
the children chose an activity. More
formal work followed. Milk was
provided for each child by an
American
organisation.
Three
young boys were boarding, George,
Patrick and Tapsiru. I helped to
care for them. The Five Boys from
Bureh Town were taught by Roger and Joan Grundy.
So prayers have been answered in that now, as Christine described, there are,
in addition to the primary school, a secondary school, a nursery and
preparatory school, as well as the Roger Grundy Memorial Church and the
Evangelical College of Theology. I remember going with Roger and Joan to
see the Jui site and learning of their dream that has now developed as an
answer to prayer.
- Ros Smith (nee De’Ath)
rosmsmith39@gmail.com
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Sierra Leone and the Containers
(A story of joy in the morning!)
Over the past few years we have shared with our brothers and sisters in Sierra
Leone by sending some of our material riches for them - it started with shoe
bags for the children at Christmas and sewing machines for the women’s
groups (don’t men sew???) and gradually over the years this has built up as
people became more and more generous and many diverse needs were met by
the love and support of the Church in the UK.
Last year we had a tremendous effort and sent a huge container filled with all
sorts of things including bedding, tents (from a very dedicated group of
festival goers) and all manner of things for the children of Bethesda and books
for the schools. It was expensive and very stressful - sadly the docking
authorities have a cunning plan to delay
clearance and then charge storage
(“Demurrage”) for leaving the container
at the docks. Our brothers, Magnus and
Daniel, were at their wits end as the costs
escalated and yet there was no end in
sight. However, we have a great God and
he made a way and the container was
cleared and by the generosity of his
people the costs were met.
This year the Lord enlarged our vision and
not only did we send a container load of
goods but two containers were purchased
and filled so that they can stay out there and
be used for additional accommodation at
Bethesda. This is clearly better than hiring a
container in that they have so many uses but
our hearts were somewhat uneasy at this new work! When they reached the
docks at Freetown, alas, the authorities would not release them and caused
great stress again but this year it was even worse - it went on for almost 3
months and with every passing week our fears for the storage bill grew. But
what does the Lord say? “Do not fret....trust in the Lord..... and we asked his
people to pray. (I wish I could say I didn’t fret but he knows my weakness!!)
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Here is a part of an email we received from
Magnus: “With my information so far we will

not be paying the almighty demurrage and
storage because we own the containers and
they were simply place on the floor at the
quay. This is unbelievable.”
How amazing God is! He knows what we need and he make a way where we
fear there is no way. The containers are
now safely installed at Bethesda and the
contents are being distributed. The
educational materials that were sent were
one of the reasons for the release of the
containers and we thank God for that!
From Daniel: "Shoe bags in Freetown, so
much welcomed by all. May God bless
you."
We rejoice as we share with our family in
Sierra Leone and we look to the future with
hope. We would like to ask for prayers for
wisdom to know if this is a work that we
should be continuing - it is expensive and
hard work and we need the Lords assurance
as we go forward. Each container costs
approximately £10,000 to fill and deliver
and so it is no small project and yet
somehow he makes a way. We already have quite a lot of material for another
shipment which could combine with this years shoe-bags if containers are the
way forward!
As a committee we would value very much
any insight and support as we seek the Lord’s
mind in this. Do let us know your thoughts without you all, this work could not continue
and the Church in Sierra Leone is deeply
grateful for all your love and support.
Psalm 9:1 NIV: I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of
all your wonderful deeds.
- Tim Wells, Wormley
Voice Spring 2019 - page 17

From Your Foreign Correspondent
(This is written by a ghost writer but all the incidents are true, although some
names have been changed)
Hello. Good Morning. It’s me again.
I have plenty things to tell you, but some of the things you know about even
before I tell you.
It feels as if we have things going up and then going down and then going up
and then going down again. Just now it feels as if things are going up, so that
is good.
The first thing was that Reverend said that shoe bags will come to bring us
plenty happiness. Then Reverend said that the shoe bag ship was in the port
and soon the shoe bags will come to Reverend ready for Christmas day. That
was all going up.
Then Reverend said the shoe bags container was locked up on the dock and
the Big Men did not release it to the Reverends. Every week Reverend said to
us that the Big Men did not release the shoe bags. Every week it was nearer
and nearer to Christmas. That was all going down.
Then it was Christmas day and we had service in church with many songs and
hymns and readings from the Bible. All the children made a presentation
about the baby in the manger and the shepherds and the angels, There was
Mary and Joseph and we made the Wise Men come early and we pretended
they came to the stable too. I don’t know if we sang like the angels but we had
a good time thinking about Jesus when he came to be a baby. I thought a lot
and I think he came because he loved me even though he was a baby and I am
not born yet.
That was going up.
Reverend said that when the shoe bags arrived we can imagine it is Christmas
again. That was going up.

Voice Spring 2019 - page 18

Next, my family and Joseph’s family and even Mo’s family took a day to be
holidays. We took poda poda to the beach and had chop and fun and football.
That was going up.
I saw a boy from a school in a village near to us so we talked. I said I was
glad when I read the books that came from UK in my primary school. He is
still in primary school in his village, but he said something very sad. He said
that a big big metal cupboard came to his school. His teacher said many
books will come for the cupboard so that the children can read the books. But
he said that only few few books came into that cupboard. That is going down.
I think now that I must become a detective when I grow up to see where the
books went that should have come to that cupboard. Who took the books? Why
did they take the books? Why do the children in that school not have the
books? I think I must become a detective. I feel it is still going down.
To make me feel better let me tell you about my new school again. Before I go
to school we all eat rice for our breakfast to fill up our bellies. This is cooked
the night before when we have our evening meal. Sometimes we eat foofoo or
cassava and sometimes we eat sweet potato or yam. Mama cooks it up and
then keeps some for our breakfast. If we have some money we buy a little
bread and we can take this to school in our lunch bowls with gravy. In the
evening after school Mama cooks again and we eat what we have from the
garden that Papa grows or the rice that we buy. We eat fruit when it is on the
trees and we are very glad. There, now I feel I am going up.
A sad thing to tell you is that Pa Conteh in the village died when he fell and
hit his head on a rock. The doctor said he had a bleed in his brain and he
could not live. But Reverend visited him in the hospital. He said prayers with
him and sang some hymns to him and Pa Conteh must be glad to be with God
now and not with a broken head. That made me feel going down and going up.
Now I have very good news to tell you. This Sunday gone, we all went to
church and joy oh joy we saw Reverend with big big smile all over his face.
He tried to hide them at first but he could not hide them and we saw them. The
shoe bags came at last. In the service Reverend said that the Big Men must
have hearts that God touched as they did let the containers go and the shoe
bags escaped from the docks. You should have been there to see the smiles on
the faces of all the people. The adult people had big big smiles and they did
not receive a shoe bag. But the children, we had the biggest smiles and after
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church we sat still on the benches and opened them up and our smiles got
bigger and bigger.
That must be going up.
So we all want to say a BIG BIG THANK YOU. IT IS VERY KIND OF YOU
TO SEND US GOOD THINGS TO MAKE OUR LIVES AND STUDIES SO
MUCH BETTER.
So you see how it is going down and going up, over and over. Perhaps that is
what your life is like also. If it is then we can all ask God to help us in the
down times. I ask him all the time.
For today all my family and all my friends want to say Kushe, good bye and
God bless you.
Sorie Olufemi Sesay

SOS

Could you be the new Voice Editor?

We are looking for a new editor and would be delighted to hear from
you if this is something you are keen to take on. If so please do get in
touch with Tim Wells (tim.wells2@ntlworld.com) or Ian Denyer
(bolneydenyers@gmail.com).
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Bethesda Visit 2018
Travelling to Sierra Leone is never straightforward and can take the best part
of two days; however, the reception from the children at Bethesda is worth
every minute. They are so warm and loving, they might be tired and asleep
but they tumble out of bed in great excitement to welcome their visitors with
great enthusiasm. This was no exception when Bethany, Esther and I arrived
last November.
There are eleven boys and five girls living in Bethesda at the present time.
They rise early in the morning to meet together for prayer, afterwards it is time
to clean; inside and outside they quietly complete their chores before
breakfast. Just before 8:00am they set off to school which is about ten
minutes walk. Around 2:00pm the children drift back and their daily chores
are fulfilled; these include washing their own school uniforms. Sallay soon
focuses on individual children and homework and extra studies are completed.
Aminata cooks them a delicious meal and then they have some free time. At
8:00pm they once again gather for bible study and prayer which we looked
forward to joining them for every evening.
The children at Bethesda are a family; they respect, love and encourage each
other. We enjoyed many times of laughter, especially when Sorrie dressed up
and acted like a clown. We delighted in times of blessing when the children
sang and prayed. We experienced close fellowship; travelling to the beach in a
15 seater mini bus when there were 37 of us!! Oh so many wonderful
memories.
While we were in Sierra Leone we visited many schools and churches. Each
day was action packed as we travelled, listened, encouraged, questioned and
were challenged by our brothers and sisters in Sierra Leone. At each visit
Bethany would listen, observe and before we leave she would have found the
right scripture for the individual school or church and would pray over them.
Sunday was a blessing as she preached at Mabang with Magnus interpreting.
Surprisingly this year we had a couple of free days; to have nothing planned
was a challenge to Bethany, Esther and myself. We occupied ourselves
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however, with some help, by visiting the park where the children would spend
Christmas Day. This was an hours walk in 30+ degrees heat, there and back.
As we returned we dropped into a Catholic Orphanage which is just along the
road from Bethesda and introduced ourselves. That was a visit which was
disturbing to say the least.
Another day we visited Bramah School which is not far from Bethesda. We
observed lessons which again unsettled us. The children learn from rote, their
teachers are untrained and each class have at least 80+ children on role. They
are instructed in an environment that would be a challenge to the best of
teachers. I am planning to work with this school in June 2019; we will
decorate the classrooms and give basic teaching ideas in literacy and
numeracy to the teachers. DV.
During our visit we met many sick folk. We were able to help some but there
were so many. Magnus, Daniel and Theophilus would like us to pray for a
Health Clinic. They are seeking funding for land, a building and equipment
that would serve local villages. Once up and running the clinic would fund
itself. To travel to hospital from some areas is almost impossible, we met one
lad who had broken his leg in two places, a fortnight before, he had not had
any medical attention because his mum couldn’t afford to transport him to
hospital. We were able to fund help for him.
To sum up our visit to Sierra Leone; we are making a difference, it might be
small but we are trying. An example is Mariatu; she was rescued from the
streets five years ago. She found Jesus as her Saviour and has a purpose for
living. She works hard at school and has her heart set on training to be a
doctor in the future.
Please continue to support and pray for the Sierra Leone Mission. Please get
your church more involved. We are a family here in the UK and we need to
work together to help our family in Sierra Leone.
- Janet O’Shea, St. Ives
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Focus on Makomba

The Church at Makomba is always known as Rowley’s Makomba. It is on the
road that sites three churches beginning with M! Magbafti, Makomba and
Manallo.
Knowing that Revd. Tom Rowley was still alive and well and living in the
north of England I contacted him to see if he would tell us a little about his
experiences at Makomba. This is what he so kindly sent to us:
During my mid-weekly visits to the villages of the peninsular, I would play my
guitar or accordion under a tree
and sing Christian choruses until
people came to see what was
happening. Eventually they would
join in and I had an opportunity to
tell them Bible stories, using flannel
graph pictures (flannelette cut-out
pix that stuck on a flannel
background scene!) and to share
the gospel with them.
After sometime the people of
Makomba asked for a church in the
village so l would go on a Sunday
and hold open-air services. The
Voice Spring 2019 - page 23

members included two brothers who were stone-masons so they began making
concrete blocks and building a church! It was a great joy to see the building
progress every time I went.
Eventually the church was completed and we had an opening celebration that
was attended by people from other C of H churches in the peninsular.
Thank you very much Tom for your memories. Ken tells me that when he
went to Sierra Leone in 1969 Tom and his wife, Ruth, had recently become
missionaries there and their first baby had just been born while they were
living at Jui.
Further information was sent by Magnus for which we are very grateful.
Rowleys Church was named after the missionary Tom Rowley who came to
Sierra Leone around 1968. Rowleys Church is situated at Torigehun section in
Makomba Village, 28 Miles from the centre of Freetown. Christianity was
introduced in this village via the nearby mission station at Manallo. The few
who heard the word of God and decided to follow Jesus were worshipping at
Ebenezer Countess of Huntingdon’s Church at Manallo, just about a mile and
half along the road leading to Fogbo, a riverside village from where the Yawri
Bay shoots to the Atlantic Ocean.
Upon a visit by Tom Rowley, the few Christians at Makomba requested that
they start another mission station at their village. Their request came to pass
as the mission station at Torigehun in Makomba started with six members at
the residence of the late Mr. Jonathan Cole, one of the six in the village. Mr.
Jonathan Cole who later became a local preacher offered building blocks and
a piece of land where the village used to conduct a cultural festival. The first
Pastor sent by the Connexion to take care of the mission station was Rev.
Augustus Anderson. Mr. Jonathan Cole and Mr. Idrissa Sesay supported him
as local preachers.
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The congregation grew and the current Church
building was constructed by the Sierra Leone Mission
in 1994. As of the end of December 2018, the
membership of the Church is 63 including children.
The Pastor is Michael Tarawallie.
The Church, like a many others, has a school which
was started in 1988 by the late Samuel Thomas
Davies, brother of the Chairman and general
Superintendent by then, Julius Davies. The school started in various
residences of Church members before it was finally located at a portion of
land which it now occupies. At the
beginning, the school was name Broad
Oak Primary School and then later
Gotherington Primary School. At the
moment it is called Huntingdon Primary
School, Makomba. The current building
used by the school was constructed in
2000 with support from the Sierra Leone
Mission. At the moment the head Teacher
is Thomas MacBoima and the roll is just
over 200.
As you can see Makomba has been a village of strong witness and faith. Let’s
give thanks for all those who served there in bringing the church into being
and keeping it active in evangelizing the village and area. Previous pastors
include Victor Simbo and Frank Conteh and others. Let’s pray especially for
Michael Tarawallie as Pastor and for all the congregation. The school has a
tremendous influence with its Christian teaching so please pray for the Head
Teacher, all the staff and all the children. May God bless Makomba.
- Christine Stone
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The Connexion and the Gospel in Action
Here at Westminster College, Cambridge, we
are custodians of Cheshunt’s painting of the
Countess of Huntingdon and her family by the
artists Andrea Sadi. Throughout the Autumn and
Winter it has been on loan to the Foundling
Museum in London, as part of their exhibition
entitled ‘Ladies of Quality and Distinction’.
The painting is one of 21 that show influential
women of the 18th Century who put their
reputations on the line by signing a petition to
go to King George II calling for the
establishment of a hospital to abandoned infants.
The Countess of Huntingdon was one of those
women. Ben Quant joined me and our archivist,
Helen Weller, when we went to the opening
reception of the exhibition. The connexion today remains part of a heritage
where connecting the gospel with social justice is very important.
- Samantha White, Director of the Cheshunt Foundation
(Westminster College, Cambridge)

Remembering Ewart Helyar
Ewart Frederick Betram Heylar (1920-2018) lately an elder of South Street
Free Church, Eastbourne was called into the presence of the Lord on 29 th
August 2018, just five days short of his 80th spiritual birthday.
Ewart had recently been experiencing a period of poor health. He was born on
19th May 1920 at Plumstead in south-east London. Following the sudden death
of his mother when he was 14 he was unable to complete his schooling, and
was taken by his father to live with his grandparents in the small Somerset
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village of East Coker. It was here that he started an apprenticeship as a
maintenance electrician at Westland Aircraft Ltd. His grandmother was a
Christian and encouraged him to attend the local church. He started going to
the Boys Crusader Class, and, on Sunday 3rd September 1938 he accepted the
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, under the preaching of the late Captain
Reginald Wallis. During WWII he served in Yeovil in the bomb disposal unit
of the Home Guard. Ewart’s lifelong interest in sport became apparent during
this time. Even in his nineties he could be found playing tennis!
After the war while still working for Westland Aircraft Ltd, Ewart became
aware of a persistent call to full-time ministry. Thoughts turned to study at
London Bible College, but the Lord closed the door on this route and Ewart
was led to take on the role of Secretary of the Young Life Campaigners.
During this time he met the lady who would become his wife, Ethelwyn
Howell. They were married on 16th October 1948. A little later that year Ewart
joined the staff of the Railway Mission. After a brief spell in Brighton, he
became Pastor of the Colchester Branch until 1959.
In 1960 he was appointed to the position of General Secretary, supervising 25
branches. He also developed strong links with the International Railway
Mission. In 1977 he resigned largely due to the ill health of his wife and his
own tiredness. After a brief period of recuperation, Ewart was called to the
pastorate of an FIEC church in Lindfield until 1990 when they retired to
Eastbourne. There he became and elder before moving to the pastorate at
South Street. His ministry was characterised by his unswerving adherence to
Scripture, to his trust in Christ alone, through faith alone. He preached
regularly at South Street and at many other churches in the area until very
recently – preaching his last sermon just a week before entering hospital for
the last time.
He had time for everyone who wanted to speak to him, and was a great
example to all of how to live a godly life; his love for the Lord was evident in
everything he did and said. He took every opportunity to witness for the Lord,
whether the recipients of his word asked for it or not.
- Tony Thompson, South Street Eastbourne
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